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Printed by WIIIIAM and Thomas BRA Drox p, 
at the Loden Coſtee Houſe, 


'DCC,LXXIV. = 


A SOR, e STOR? Ge &. ST Se ge 


A LIST the DEPUTIES or DELEGATES 1 
who attended the ConGREss held at Philadel- — 
phia, September zth, 1774. q { 


From New Hampſhire. f WM ' i 
Major Jonx SULLIvan, Eſq; FE 
Col. NATHANIEL FoLlsom, Eſq, 


From Mzſſachuſetts-Bay. 


The hon. Tromas Cusnine, Eiq; 
Mr. SamuvEL ADAMS, 

Joux Apams, Eſq; 

Roß ERT TREAT PAIN E, Eſq, 


From Rhode-Lſand. 


The hon. SrRPHEN HoePkxins, Eſq; 
The hon. SamutL Warp, Eſq; 


From Connecticut. 


The hon. ELITHALET Dyes, Elq; 
SAS Deane, Eſq; 
The hon, RocER SytrmMan, Eſq, 


From New-2 ork. 


James DOuane, Eſq; 

Joan Jay, Eſq; 

Pailie LivincsToN, Eſq, 

Isaac Low, Eſq; | 
3 Joan ALsoe, Eſq; 
Col. WILLIA FLrovp, Eſq, 
| HENRY WisneR, 

Joan HerrinG, Eſq; 

S. Botrum, Eſq; 


N ew- Jer ſcy. 


12.4 
From New-YJer/ey. 
James KIxs EY, Eſq; 
WILLIAM LIVIN Ss rox, Eſq; 
Jonx DR Hax r, Eſq; 


STEPHEN Crane, Eſq; 
RicaAaRD SMITH, Eſq; 


From Pennſylvania. 


The hon. Joszen GaLLowar, Eſq; 

SAMUEL Rnoaps, Eſq; 

TRnoMAS MirFLin, Eſq; 
CHARLES HuwenReys, Eſq, 
Joun MorTon, Eſq; 
GeoRGE Ross, Eſq, 
EpwarD BipDLs, Eſq; 
Joan Dicxinson, Eſq, 


From the Government of the Counties of Ne- 
caſtle, Kent, and Suſſex on Delaware. 


The hon. C SAR Ropnexr, Eſq; 
Trnomas M*Kean, Eſq; 
GEORGE Reap, Eſq; 


From Maryland. 


The hon. MarTREW TilLcaman, Eſq; 
TromMas Jonanson, Eſq; 
RoperT GorpsBorRoven, Eſq; 
WILLIAM Paca, Eſq, 
 SamveL ChaAsk, Eſq; 


From Virginia. 
The hon. PzyToxn RANDOL H, Eſq; 
Ricnard HzNRY LEE, Elq; 
GEORGE WASHINGTON, Eſq; 


Parkick HENRY, Jun, Eſq; 
; | RICHARD 


1 


8 Ricyard BLanD, Eſq; 
Benjamin HakrRison, Eſq; 
EpmunDd PENDLETON, Eſq; 


From North. Carolina. 


WILLIAM Hoop ER, Eſq; 
Joszen Hewes, Eſq; 
RIchARD CASWELL, Eſq; 


From South-Carolina. | - 


The hon. Hexnxy MipprETON, Eſq; 
Jonx RuTLEepct, Eſq; 
Trnomas Lyncn, Eſq; 
CHarisTopyeR GADSDEN, Eſq; 
Epwarp RuTLEpce. Eſq; 


ER RAT A. 


85 Pag. 80 for condition read conſtitution, 
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ANUM BER. of the Delegates, choſen 
A and appointed by the ſeveral Colonies and 
-Provinces in North-America, to meet and hold 
a Congreſs at Philadelphie, aſſembled at the 
Carpenters Hall. 
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From New-Hampſhrre, 


(Major Jon S̃ulLIvax, Eſq; 
fCol. NATHANIEL Forsom, Eſq; 
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From Maſſachiiſot te- Buy, 


The Hon. Tromas Cueninc, Eſq; 
TAr.SAMUEL ADAMS, 
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From Nhode-IJland and Providence Plan- 
-* tations, 


The Hon. STzyHzN Hoex1ns, Eſq; 
The Hon. Samver Warp, Eſq; 


From Connecticut, 
The Hon. ELIrHALET Dyes, Eſq; 
SiLas Deane, Eſq; 
The Hon. Rocer SHERMAN, Eſq; 


From The City and County of New-York, 
and other Counties in the Province of 
New-York, 


James Duane, 
Jonn Jay, 


Pait1e LivinGsToON, Eſqrs. 
Isaac Low, 


From The County of Suffolk in the Province 
of New-York, 


Col. WiLLiam Frovp, Eſq, 


From New- Jerſey, 
James KIRSs Ex, ? 


WiLLIiaM LivinosToN, | 
Joan DEHART, 


rc 
STEPHEN CRANE, 
RicHarD SMITH, J 
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From Pennſylvania, 
The Hon. Joszya GATTOW AV, 
SAMUEL RBoasps, | 
THOMAS MirFLin, 
CuARLES HUMPHREYS, | 
Jond Mok ron, 
ED WAR D BIDDpLx, 


Eſqrs. 


1 


From New-Ca/tle, Kent and Suſſex, on 
Delaware, *' | 
The Hon. C SAR Rob NE, 
Tnomas MK Ax, SET Fan. 
. GrxoRGE READ, 


From Maryland, 
RopBrrT GoLDSBOROUGH, 
WILLIAM Paca, dear 
SAMUEL ChAsE, 


From Virginia, 

The Hon. PzyToxn RAN PDOLPRH, 

GEORGE WASHINGTON, 

PATRICK HENRY, 9 
qrs. 

RIc HARD Brann, 

Benjamin HARRISON, 

EpMuxD PENDLETON, 


From South-Carolna, 
HENRY MippLeToON, ] 
Jon RuTLEDGE, | 
CHRISTOPHER GADSDEN, Ely 
THOMAS LYNCH, 1 
EDwaRD RUTLEDGE, } 


A 2 From 
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Tux Congreſs proceeded to the Choice of & 
Preſident, when the Hon. PEN RAanDOLYH,. 
Eſq; was unanimouſly elected. 


Mr. Cranes T0208 was unanimouſly 
cholen Secretaty. 


Tre Gentlemen from the ſeveral Colonies 
produced their reſpectise Credentials, which 
were read and approved, —as foo. 


Province of +} AT a Meeting of the De- 
Nad ab bn: | puties appointed by the 
a ſeveral towns in this Pros 
vince held at Exeter, in-thę. County of Rock- 
ingham, 21ſt July, 1774, for tha election of 
Delegates, on behalf of this Proviic& to join 
the Gankral Congreſs propoſed. —Preſons 85 
Members. 18 5 


The Hon. Jons WENT; worm, Ky; inths# 
Chair. 


Veted, Ina Major Jon SulLIivan, atick 
Colonel e Fousom, Eſqrs; be ap- 
pointed and empowered, as Delggates, on tie 
part of this Province, to attend and aGiit in the 
General C ongreis of Delegates from the other 
Colonics, at' ſuch time and place, as may be ap- 
pointed to deviſe, conſutt and adopt meaſures, 
as may have the moit likely tendency to extti- 
cate the Colonies ſrom their pfcfent difficulties, 
to ſecure and perpetuate their Rights, Liberties 


and 
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at Privileges, and to reſtore that Peace, Har- 
mony and mutual Confidence, which once hap- 
piiy ſubſilted between the Parent Country and 
her Colonics. . . 

J. WEN TWon TH, Chairman. 


Pęovince of ) In the Houle of Repte- 
As“, Bax. 5 ſentatives, June 17, 1774. 


__ THIS Houſe having duly confidered and 
being deeply affe&tedt with the unhappy diffe- 
rences, which have Jong ſubſiſted and are in- 
creaſing between Great-Britain and the Ameri- 
car Colonies, do refotve, That a Meeting of 
Committees from the ſeveral Colonies on this 
Continent is highly expedient and neceſlary, to 
'Eonſult uport the preſent ſtate of the Colonies, 
and the miſeries fo which! they are and muſt be 
reduced by the obrration of certain Acts of Par- 
tizment reſpecting America, and to deliberate 
and determine upott wiſe and proper meaſures 
to be by them recommended to all the Colo- 
fies, for the recovery and eſtabliſhment of their 
-yult Rights and Libertics civil and religious, 
and the reſtoration of Union and Harmony be- 
tween Great-Britain and the Colonies molt ar- 
"Gently deſired by all good Men. — Therefore 
Reſolved that the Hon. IAuEHS Bowpoixs, Eſq; 

the Hon. Thon as Cusnine, Eſq; Mr. Samuel 
ApAus, Joun ADans ani! RogERT TREAT 

, *- Pains, Eiqrs; be and they are hereby appoint- 
ed a Committee on the part of this Province, for 


- 


the 
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Tur Congreſs proceeded to the Choice of & 
Preſident, when the Hon. PevTQN RANDOLPH,.. 
Eſa; was unanimouſly elected. 


Mr. Cnartis TH0MsoN was unaniraguſly 
cholen Secretary. 


Tus Gentlemen from the ſeveral Colonies 
produced their reſpective Credentials, which 
were read and approved,—as foſlo s — 


Province of +} AT a Meeting of te De- 
Nas Hamman: þ puties appointed by the 
: ſeveral towns in this Pros 
vince held at Exeter, m-the. County of Rock- 
ingham, 21ſt July, 1774, for the. election of 
Delegates, on behalf of this Provincc to join 
the Gankral Congreſs rropaley) —Prefone 85 
Members. 


The Hon. Jons Weite onan, Eſq z- inthe 
Chair. 


Poted, TA N jor Jond SULLIVAN, ane? 
Colonel Nias Fotsou, Eſqrs; be ap- 
pointed and empowered, as Delggates, on the 
part of this Province, to attend and alliſt in the 
General C ongreis of Delegates from the other 
Colonics, at ſuch time and place, as may be ap- 
pointed to deviſe, conſuſt and adopt meaſures, 
as may have the moſt likely tendency to extri- 
cate the Col onies ſrom their pfcfent difficulties, 
to ſecure and perpetuate their Rights, Liberties 


and 
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aud Privileges, and to reſlore that Peace, Har. 
mony and mutual Confidence, whici once hap 
liy ſubſiſted between the Parent Country and 
ker Colonies  _ 5 
J. WEN Ton TH, Chairman. 


. of I In the Houſe of Repte- 
ASSACHUSETTS-BAY, eee June 17, 1774. 


THIS Houſe having duly confidered and 
being deeply affected with the unhappy diffe- 
a which have long ſubſiſted and are in- 

creaſing between Great-Britain and the Ameri- 
eam Colonies, do refolve, That a Meeting of 
Committees from the ſeveral Colonies on this 
Continent is highly expedient and neceſlary, to 
'Eonſult upor? the preſent ſtate of the Colonies, 
and the miſeries fo which they are and muſt be 
&uced by the oprration of certain Acts of Par- 
liament reſpecting America, and to deliberate 
and determine upon wiſe and proper meaſures 
to be by them recommended to all the Colo- 
fies, for the recovery and eſtabliſhment of their 
zul Rights and Liberties civil and religious, 
and the reſtoration of Union and Harmony be- 
tween Great-Britain and the Colonies molt ar- 
elently defired by all good Men.—Theretore 
Reſolved that the Hon. JAMES Bowpoixs, Eſq; 
the Hon. Tron as Cusnine, Eſq; Mr. Sauk! 
 Avpamns, Journ ADaus ani Ropgerr TREAT 
Pains, Elgrs; be and they are hereby appoint- 
ed a Committee on the part of this Province, for 


the 


10 
the purpoſes aforeſaid, any three of whom to be 


a quorum; to meet ſuch Committees or Dele- 
gates from the other Colonies as have been or 
may be appointed, either by their reſpective 
Houſes of Burgeſſæs, or Repreſentatives, or by 
Convention, or by the Committees of Correſpon- 
dence appointed by the reſpective Houſes of Aſ- 
ſembly, in the City of Philadelphia, or any other 
place that ſhall be judged molt ſuitable by the 
Committee, on the iſt Day of September next, 
and that the Speaker of the Houle be directed, in 
a letter to the Speakers of the Houſes of Burgeſſes 
or Repreſentatives in the ſeveral Colonies, to in- 
form them of the ſubſtance of theſe Reſolves. 


SAMUEL ADAMS, Clerk. 


Rnovs-Tsr. any, 5 By the Hon. FOSEPH 
N, ANTON, EY; Gover- 
nour, Captain General and 

Commander in Chief of and over the Engliſh Co- 
lony of Rhode-1fland, and Providence Planta- 
tions, in New-England, in America. 


To the Hon. STepurx Horkins, Eſq; and the 
Hon. SamveL Warn, Eſq; greeting. 


WHEREAS the General Aſſembly of 
the Colony aforeſaid have nominated and 
appointed you the faid STEPHEN Hopkins 
and SamveL WARD to repreſent the People of 
this Colony in a General Congreſs of Repreſen— 
tatives from this and the other Colonies, at ſuch 
time 
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þ = and place as ſhould be agreed upon by the 
jor part of the Committees appointed or to be 
appointed by the Colonies in general, I do 
therefore hereby authorize, impower and com- 
miſſionate you the ſaid Sr r HEN Hopkins and 
SAMUEL Ward to repair to the City of -Phila- 
delphia, it being the place agreed upon by the 
major part of the Colonies, and there, in behalf 
of this Colony, to meet and join with the Com- 
miſſioners or Delegates from the other Colonies, 
in conſulting upon proper meaſures to obtain 2 
repeal of the ſeveral acts of the Britiſh Parlia- 
meat for levying taxes upon his Majeſty's —4 
jects in America, without their conſent, and 

ticularly an Act lately paſſed for blocking 8 
the Port of Boſton, and upon proper meaſures 
to eſtabliſh the Rights and Liberties. of the Co- 
lonies upon a juſt and ſolid foundation, agreea- 


\  bleto the inſtructions given you by the General 
Aſſembly. 


L. S.] Given under my Hand and the Seal 
of the ſaid Colony this 10th Day of Au- 
guſt, in the Year of our Lord 1774, 
and the 14th of the Reign of his moſt 
Sacred Majeſty George the Third by 
the Grace of God, King of Nr 
tain, &c. 

J. Winron. 


By his Honour's Command, 
| Henry Warp, Secretary. 
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"IO | In the Houſe of Repreſcſſ 
NNECTIC . 
CONNECTICUT. Aba of the Colony & 
Connexticut, June 3 d, 1774. 


WHEREAS a Congreſs of Commifti- 
oners from the ſeveral Britiſh Colonies in 
America is propoſed by ſame of our neighe 
bouring Colonies, and thought neceſſary, and 
whereas it way be found expedient that ſuch 
Cong reſs ſhould be convened before the next 
Seſſigns of this Aſſembly, 


Reſolved by this Houſe, That the Commieter 
of Correſpondence be and they are hereby im- 
powered, on application to them made, or from 
time to time, as may be found neceſſary, to ap- 
point a ſuitable number to attend ſuch Congreſs 
er Convention of Commiſſioners, or Commit- 
tees of the ſeveral Colonies in Britiſh America, 
and the Perſons thus to be choſen ſhall be and 
they are hereby directed, in behalf of this Colo- 
ny, to attend ſuch Congreſs, to conſult and ad- 
viſe on proper meaſures for advancing the belt 
Good of the Colonies, and ſuch conferences, 


from time to time to report to this Houſe. 


. true Extract and Copy from the Journal of 
the Houſe, 


William Wir IIR lis, Ch. 


'Colotiy 


E 


Colony of Connecticut, fl. 


- 


New-Loxpox, Fuly 13th. 1774. 


A a meeting of the committee of corre- 
ipondence for this colony, 


The Hon. Ebenezer Silliman, Eſq; in the chair. 


Tux Hon. ETI RALET Dyts, the Hon. 
WII I IAM SAMUEL JounsoN, ErasTus Wor- 
corr, SiLas Deans andRicyuaryd Law, Eſqrs. 
were nominated, purſuant tothe att of the Hon. 
Houle of Repreſentatives of the ſaid colony, at 
their ſeſſions in May laſt, either three of which 
are hereby authorized and empowered, in behalf 
of this colony, to attend the general Congreſs of 
the colonies, propoſed to be held at Philadelphia, 
on the firſt day of September next, or at ſuch o- 
ther time and place as ſhall be agreed on by the 
colomes, to conſult and adviſe with the commiſſi- 
oners or committees of the ſeveral Engliſh co- 
lonies in America, on proper meaſures for ad- 
vancing the beſt good of the colonies. 


Signed. Ebenezer Sill:man. William Williams, 
Benjamin Payne, Eraſtus Wolcott, Joſeph Trum- 
bull, Samuel H. Parſons, Natlianiel Wale, junr. 
Silas Deane. 


HARTTORD, Auguſt 1774. 


Ar a meeting of the committce of corre- 
ſpondence for this colony. 


Eraſtus Wolcott, chairman. 
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Tur Hon. Wittiam Sau url Jonuns0N, 
ErasTus Wofcorr, and Ricnarp Law, 
Eſars. nominated by this committee at New- 
London, on the 13th of July laſt, as perſons 
proper to attend the general Congreſs, to be 
eld at Philadelphia, on the frſt of September 
next, as by ſaid appointment. being unable by 
reaſon of previous engagements and the ſtate of 
their health, to attend faid Congreſs, on behalf 
of this colony. the Hon. Roctr SuERMAN, 
and Joszrn TRUNMBU TL, Eſqrs. were nomi- 
nated in the place of the af: refaid gentlemen, 
as perſons proper to attend faid Congreſs, in be- 
half of this colony, either of which are impow- 
ered, with the Hon. Ertiyrarter Dytr and 
Sitas Deaxt Eſqrs. for that purpoſe. 


Signed. William Williams. Benjamin Payne, 
Foſeph Trumbull. Nathoniel Wale, junr. Samu- 
el H. Parſons, Samuel B: ap. | 


New-Yorx. Br duly certified polls, taken 
by proper perſons in ſeven wards. it appears, 
that [AuES Duane, JohN Jay, Pritie Li- 
VINGSTON, ISAAC Low, and Joux Arsop, 
Efqrs. were elected as delegates for the city and 
county of New-York, to attend the Congreſs 
at Philadelphia, the firſt day of September next; 
and at a meeting of the committees of ſeveral 
diſtricts in the county of Weſt-Cheſter, the 
lame gentlemen were appointed to repreſent _ 
that county: Allo, by a letter from ba Lan- 
ſing, junr. chairman, in behalf of the commit- 
tee for Albany. it appears that that city and coun- 
ty had adopted the lame for their delegates. 

By 


E 


By another letter it appears, that the committee 
from the ſeveral diftritts in the county of Dutch- 
eſs. had likewiſe, adopted the fame as delegates, 
to repreſent that county in Congreis. and that 
committees of other towns approve of them as 
their delegates, 


By a writing duly atteſted it appears, the 
county of. Suffolk. in the colony of New- York, 
have appointed Colonel WILLIAM Fiovn, to 
repreſent them in Congreſs. 


_ New-Jersty. To Janus Kinsey, WII. 
LTAu LivixcsTON, Join DEHART. STrPHEN 
Cranx, and Ricuary Smirtn, EIqrs. cach and 
every of you, 


Tur committees, appointed by the ſeveral 
counties of the colony of New- Jerſey. to nomi- 
nate deputies, to repreſent the ſame in genera! 
Congreſs of deputies, from the other colonies 
in 8 convened at the city of New-Brun!- 
wick, have nominated and appointed, and do 
hereby nominate and appoint you, and each of 
you, deputies, to repreſent the colony of N. 
Jerſey, in the ſaid general Congreſs. In teſti— 
mony whereot, the chairman of the {aid ſeveral 
committees here met, have hereunto ſet their 


hands, this twe nty third day of July. in the 


fourteenth year of the reign of our ſovereigi 


Lord King 3 che Third, and in the ycar of 


1. 


dur Lord, 1774. 


Signed. I illiem P. Smith, Jacob Ford, Jolin 
Moores. Robert Jolinſon. Robert Field. R "Ip 
Friend. Price, Peier Zab riſtie, Samuel Tucker. 


a 11 
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Edward Taylor, Hendrick Fiſher, Archibald 
Stewart. Thomas Anderſon, Abia Brown, Mark 
Thompſon, | 


PENNSYEV ANITA. 
Extract from Votes of the Aſſembly. 
Fripay, July 22d. 1774, A. M. 


Tur committee of the whole houſe taking 
into their moſt ſerious conſideration, the un- 
fortunate differences which have long ſubſiſt- 
ed between Great-Britain and the American co- 
lonies, and being greatly encreaſed by the o- 
peration and effects of divers late acts of the 
Britiſh parliament, 


Reſolved N. C. D. That, there is an abſo- 
lute neceſſity that a Congreſs of deputies from 
the ſeveral colonies be held as ſoon as conveni- 
ently may be, to conſult together upon the pre- 
{ent unhappy ſtate of the colomes, and to form 
and adopt a plan for the purpoſes of obtaining 
redreſs of American grievances, aſcertainin 
American rights upon the moſt ſolid and con- 
ſtitutional principles, and for eſtabliſhing that 
union and harmony between Great Britain and 
the colonies, which is indiſpenſably neceſſary to 
the welfare and happinels of both. 


Zodem die, P. M. 


Tur houſe reſumed the conſideration of the 
reſolve from the committee of the whole houſe, 
and, after ſome debate thereon, adopting and 
confirming the ſame, Reſolved, 
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MS 
Refolved, N. C. D. That the Hon. Joszen 


Garioway, Speaker, Samutr Rnoans, Tuo- 
MAS MireLin, CHARLES HumPnkEys, lou 
MorTon, GEORGE Ross, and EDward Bip- 
DLE, Eſquires, be and they are hereby appoint- 
ed a committee, on the part of this province, 
for the purpoſes aforeſaid, and that they or any 
four of them do meet ſuch committees or dele- 
gates from the other colonies, as have been or 
may be appointed, either by their reſpettive 
houſes of repreſentatives, or by convention, or 
by the provincial or colony committees, at ſuch 
time and place. as ſhall be generally agreed on 
by ſuch committees, 


The three counties NEw-CasTLe, KEN T, and 
SUSSEX on Delaware. 


Auguſt 1. 1774, A. M. 


Tux repreſentatives of the freemen of the 
government of the counties of New-Caſtle, 
Kent, and Suſſex, on Delaware, met at New- 
Caſtle, in purſuance of circular letters from the 
ſpeaker of the houſe. who was requeſted to write 
and forward the ſame to the members of aſſem- 
bly, bythe committees of correſpondence for the 
ſeveral counties aforeſaid, choſen and appointed 
for that among other purpoſes, by the freeholders 
and freemen of the ſaid counties reſpethvely : 
And having choſen a chairman, and read the re- 
ſolves of the three reſpettive counties, and ſun- 
dry letters from the committees of correſpon- 
dence along the continent, they unanimouſly 


entered into the following reſolution viz. 
Wr 


1 18 J 


We the repreſentatives aforeſaid, by virtue- 
of the power delegated to us, as aforeſaid, taking 
into our moſt ſerious conſideration the ſeveral 
aRs of the Britiſh parliament, for reſtraining ma- 
nufattures in his Majeſty's colonies and planta- 
tions in North-America,---for taking away the 
property of the coloniſts without their participa- 
tion or-conſent,---for the introduction of the ar- 
bitrary powers of exciſe into the cuſtoms here, 
for the making all revenue cauſes triable with. 
out jury, and under the deciſion of a ſingle de- 
pendent judge,---for the trial, in England, of 
perſons accuſed of capital crimes, committed in 
the colonies---for the ſhutting up the port of Boſ- 
ton---for new modeling the government of the 


Maſſachuſſets-Bay, and the operation of the ſame 


on the property, liberty, and lives of the colo- 
niſts; and alſo conſidering, that the moſt eligible 
mode of determining upon the premiſes, and of 
endeavouring to procure relief and redreſs of 
our grievances, would have been by us aſſembled: 
in a legiſlative capacity, but that as the houſe had 
adjourned to the goth day of September next, 
and it is not to be expected, that his Honour the 
Governor would call us, by writs of ſummons, on 
this occaſion, having refuſed to do the like in 


his other province of Pennſylvania; the next 


moſt proper method, of anſwering the expeQa- 
tions and deſires of our conſtituents, and of 
contributing our aid to the general cauſe of A- 
merica, 1s to appoint commiſhoners or deputies, 
in behalf of the people of this government, to 
meet and a with thoſe, appointed by the o- 
ther provinces, in general Congreſs; and we 
do therefore, unanimouſly nominate and ap- 

point 
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point CæsA Robxty, Tnomas MK ZAV and 
Grorce Reap, Eſqrs. or any two of them, 
deputies, on the part and behalf of this govern- 


ment, in a general continental Congreſs, pro- 


poſed to be held at the city of Philadelphia, on 
the firſt Monday, in September next, or at any 
other time or place that may be generally agreed 
on, then and there, 'to conſult and adviſe with 
the deputies from the other colonies, and to de- 
termine upon all ſuch prudent and lawful mea- 
ſures, as may be judged moſt expedient for the 
colonies immediately and unitedly to adopt, in 
order to obtain relief for an oppreſſed people, 


and the redreſs of our general grievances. 


Signed, by order of the convention, 


Ceſar Rodney, Chairman. 


Manyrtany. At a meeting of the commit- 


tees appointed by the ſeveral counties of the pro- 


vince of Maryland, at the city of Annapolis, 


the 22d day of June, 1774, and continued, by 


adjournment, from day to day, till the 25th of 
the ſame month, | 
Martruew Titcnuman, Eſq; in the chair, 
Jonn Ducxerr, clerk. 


Reſolved, That MaTrTREW T1iLGHMAN, 
THrozras JonnsoN, junr. RogERT GoLlpsBo- 
ROUGH, WILLIAM PAcA, and SAMUEL CHASE, 
Eſqrs. or any two or more of them, be deputies 
for this province, to attend a general Congreſs 
of deputies from the colonics, at ſuch time and 
place as may be agreed on, to effect one general 
plan of conduct, operating on the commercial 

connection 
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connection of the colonies with the mother 
country, for the relief of Boſton, and preſerva- 
tion of American liberty. 


VINCI NIA. Mon pax, the firſt of Auguſt, 
in the year of our Lord, 1774. At a gene- 
ral meeting of delegates from the different 
counties in this colony, convened in the city of 
Williamſburgh, to take under their conſiderati- 
on the preſent critical and alarming ſituation of 
the continent of North-America. 


Hon. Peyton RAN DOI RH, Eſq; in the chair. 


IT was unanimouſly Reſolved. That it is the 
opinion of this meeting, that it will be highly 
conducive to the ſecurity and happineſs of the 
Britiſh empire, that a general Congreſs of depu- 
ties from all the colonies. aſſemble as ſoon as the 
nature of their ſituations will admit, to conſider 
of the moſt proper and effettual manner, of fo 
operating on the commercial connettion of the 
colonies with the mother-country, as to procure 
redreſs for the much injured province of Maſla- 
chuſſets- Bay, to ſecure Bntiſh America from the 
ravage and ruin of arbitrary taxes, and ſpeedi- 
ly to procure the return of that harmony and u- 
nion ſo beneficial to the whole empire, and ſo 


ardently deſired by all Britiſh America. 


FripAy, Auguſt sth. 1774. 


Tu meeting proceeded to the choice of de- 


legates, to repreſent this colony in general Con- 


greſs 
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greſs, when the honorable PRYTox Rax- 
DOLPH, RIchARDp HENRY LEE, GEORGE 
WASHINGTON, PATRICK HENRY, RICHARD 
BLAND, Benjamin HARRTIs ON, and EpmunD 
PENDIETON, Eſquires, were appointed for 
that purpoſe. * | 


SouTH-CAROLINA. 


In the Commons Houſe of Aſſembly, Tueſday 
the 2d day of Avgu/t, 1774, : 


CoLoxEL PowELL acquainted the houſe, 
that during the receſs of this houſe, vig. on 
the ſixth, ſeventh, and eighth days of July 
laſt, at a general meeting of the inhabitants 
of this colony, they having under conſidera- 
tion the acts of parliament lately paſſed with 
regard to the port of Boſton and colony of 
Maſſachuſetts-Bay, as well as other American 
grievances, had nominated and appointed the 
honorable Henry Middleton, John Rutledge, 
Thomas Lynch, Chriſtopher Gadſden, and 
Edward Rutledge, Efqrs; deputies on the 
part and behalt of this colony, to meet the 
deputies of the other colonies of North-Ame- 
rica, in general congreſs, the firſt monday 
in September next at Philadelphia, or at any 
other time and place that may be generally 
agreed on, there to conſider the acts latel 
paſſed, and bills depending in parliament with 
regard to the port of Boſton and colony of 
Maſſachuſetts- Bay, which acts and bills in the 
precedent and conſequences, affect the whole 


continent of America—alſo the greivances un- 


der 
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der which America labours, by reaſon of the 
ſeveral acts of parliament, that impoſe taxes 
or duties for railing a revenue, and lay un- 
neceſſary reſtraints and burdens on trade.— 
And of the ſtatutes, parliamentary acts, and 
royal inſtructions, Which make an invidious 
diſtinction between his Majeſty's ſubjects in 
Great-Britain and America, with full power 
and authority to concert, agree to, and effec- 
tually proſecute ſuch legal meaſures, as in the 
opinion of the ſaid deputies, and of the de- 
puties ſo to be aflembled, ſhall be moſt likely 
to obtain a repeal of the ſaid acts, and a re- 
dreſs of thoſe grievances: And thereupon 
moved that this houſe do reſolve to recognize, 
ratify, and confirm the ſaid' appointment of 
the deputies for the purpoles aforeſaid. 


Reſolved, N. C. D. Tnar this houſe do re- 
cognize, ratify, and confirm the appointment 
of the ſaid deputies for the purpoſes menti- 
6ned in the ſaid motion. 

Atteſted. THOMAS FaRR, jun. Clerk. 


TUESDAY, September 6, 1774, A.M. 


The ConGREss met according to adjourn- 
ment. 


Preſent. Taz ſame members as yeſterday, 
and moreover from the colony of Virginia, 
Richard Henry Lee, eſquire. 


1 


Tu Congreſs reſuming the conſideration 
of rules of conduct to be obſerved in debating 
and 


% 
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and determining queſtions, that come under 
conſideration. 


Reſolved, Tuar in determining queſtions 
in this congreſs, each colony or province ſhall 
have one vote. The Congreſs not being poſ- 
ſeſſed of, or at preſent able to procure proper 
materials for aſcertaining the importance of 
each colony. 


Neſolved, Tuar no perſon ſhall ſpeak more 
than twice on the ſame point, without leave 
of the Congrels. 


Reſolved, Thar no queſtion ſhall be deter- 
mined the day, on which it 1s agitated and 
debated, if any one of the colonies deſire the 
determination to be poſtponed to another day. 


Reſolved, Tix aT the door be kept ſhut during 
the time of buſineſs, and that the members 
conſider themſelves under the ſtrongeſt obli- 
gations of honor, to keep the proceedings 
ſecret, until the majority ſhall direct them to 
be made publick. 


Reſolved, Tuar a committee be appointed 


to ſtate the rights of the colonies in general, 


the ſeveral inſtances in which thoſe rights are 
violated or infringed, and the means moſt 
proper to be purſued tor obtaining a reſtora- 
tion of them. 


Ordered, Tnar the appointment of the 
committee, and the number of which it ſhall 
conſiſt, be deferred until to-morrow. 


Refolved, 
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Reſolved, Tuna a committee be appointed 
to examine and report the ſeveral ſtatutes, 
which affect the trade and manufactures of 
the colonies. 


Same order as above reſpecting the ap- 
pointment and number of this committee. 


Reſabved, Trnar the reverend Mr. Duche 
be deſired to open the Congreſs to-morrow 
morning with prayers, at oy Carpenter's- 
Hall at nine o'clock. 


Tromas JonNnso0N, jun. eſq; one of the 
delegates from Maryland, attended and took 
his ſeat. 


ExTRrAacT from the minutes of the direc- 
tors of the Library Company of Philadelphia, 
dated Auguſt giſt, 1774.—directed to the 
preſident, was read, as follows : 


&« Upon motion ordered, 

« Tar the librarian furniſh the gentlemen, 
who are to meet in Congreſs, with the uſe of 
ſuch books as they may have occaſion for, 
during their fitting, taking a receipt for them. 


Signed by order of the directors, 
William Attmore, Sec.“ 


Ordered, 
Tuar the thanks of the Congreſs be re- 
turned to the directors of the Library Com- 
pany of Philadelphia, for their obliging order. 


Adjourned 


C83 +3 
Adjourned 'til nine o'clock to-morrow, 


WEDNESDAY, September 7, 1774, A. M. 


AGREEABLE to the reſolve of yeſterday, 


the meeting was opened with prayers by the 
reverend Mr. Duche. | 


Voted, Tua the thanks of the Congreſs be 
3 to Mr. Duche, by Mr. Cuſhing and 

r. Ward, for performing divine ſervice, and 
for the excellent prayer, which he compoſed 
and delivered on the occaſion. 


Tat Congreſs taking into conſideration the 
appointment of the committees, a vote was 
taken on the number of which the firſt com- 
mittee ſhould conſiſt, and by a great majority, 
reſolved that it conſiſt of two from each of 
the colonies, as follows : 


From Newhamp/hire, 
Major John Sullivan, — Col. Folſom. 
Maſſachunſetts- Bay, 
Mr. Samuel Adams, and Mr. John Adams. 
Rhode-Iſland, 
Mr. Hopkins, and Mr. Ward. 
Connecticut, 
Colonel Dyer, and Mr. Sherman. 
New-York, 
Mr. James Duane, and Mr. John Jay. 
News Jerſey, 
Mr. Livingſton, and Mr. Dehart. 
Pennhlvania, 
Mr. Joſeph ata: le and Mr. Edward Biddle, 
Delaware 
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Delaware Government, 
Mr. Cæſar Rodney, and Mr. M Kean. 
Maryland, 
| _ Thomas Johnſon, and Mr. Gelitbordugh. 
Virginia, ; 
Mr. Lee, and Mr. Pendleton. 


Soul h- Carolina, 
Mr. Lynch, and Mr. J. Rutledge. 


AGREED that the ſecond committee conſiſt 
of one chofen from each colony, as follows : 


Newhampſhire, Mr. Sullivan, 
Maſſachuſetts-Bay, Mr. Cuſhing. 
Rhode-I/land, Mr. Hopkins. 
Connecticut, Mr. Deane. 
N York, | Mr. Low. 
New: Jerſey, Mr. Kinſey. 
. Mr. Mifflin, 
Delaware Government, Mr. Read. 
Maryland, Mr. Chaſe. 
Virginia, Mr. Henry. 
Sout h- Carolina, Mr. Gadſden. 


Ordered, Thar Iſaac Lefevre, and James 
I ynch, be employed as door Keepers and meſ- 
ſengers to this Congrels. 


Reſolved, TAT the preſident may adjourn 
the Congreſs from day to day, when he finds 
there is no bulineſs prepared to be laid before 
them, and may, when he finds it neceſſary, 
call them together before the time to which 
they may ſtand adjourned. 


Adjourned 
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Adjourned ' till to-morrow morning, nine 
o'clock. 


Tus preſident, agreeable to the reſolve of 
the ſeventh inſtant, adjourned the Congreſs 
from day to day *till 


MonDayr, September 12, 1774. 


The Cox RESsS met. 


MATTHEW TiLGHMAx, eſq; one of the 
delegates from Maryland, appeared and took 
his ſeat. | 


No buſineſs being prepared for the Congreſs, 
the preſident adjourned it *till tueſday, and 
from tueſday *till wedneſday. 


WEDNESDAY, September 4; 1974; 2 


WiLLiam Hooper and Josgp R Hewes, 
Eſquires, two of the deputies from North- 
Carolina, attended the Congreſs, and pro- 
duced their credentials, as follows : 


North-Carolina, AT a general meeting of 
_ deputies of the inhabitants of this province, 
Newbern, the 2 5th day of Auguſt, 1774. 


* Reſolved, Tnar we approve of the propoſal 

of a General Congreſs, to be held in the city 

of Philadelphia, on the twentieth day of Sep- 

tember next, then and there to deliberate 

upon the preſent ſtate of Britiſh America, and 
| to 
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to take ſuch meaſures as they may deem pru- 
dent to effect the purpoſe of deſcribing with cer- 


tainty the rights of Americans, repairing the 


breach made in thoſe rights, and for guarding 
them for the future from any ſuch violations 
done under the ſanction of public authority. 


Reſolved, That WII IIA Hooper, Josteen 


Hewes, and RicyarD CASWELL, Eſquires, 
and every of them be Deputies to attend ſuch 
Congreſs, and they are hereby inveſted with 
fuch powers, as may make any acts done by 
them or conſent given in behalf of this province, 
obligatory in honor upon every inhabitant here- 
of, who is not an alien to his country's good 
and an apoſtate to the liberties of America. 


Signed, Joun HERvEY, Moderator. 


* Attefted, Andrew Knox, Clerk. 


The above being read and approved, the 
Deputies took their ſeats. 


Hzxnry WISN ER, a Delegate from the coun- 
ty of Orange, in the Colony of New-York, 
appeared at Congreſs, and produced a certifi- 
cate of his election by the ſaid county, which 
being read and approved, he took his ſeat in 


Congreſs as a Deputy for the Colony of New- 
York. 


GroRGE Ross, one of the Delegates for the 
Province of Pennſylvania, and Join Alsop, 
Eſq; one of the Delegates for the Colony of 

| . New-York, | 
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New-York, appeared and took their ſeats 
Congreſs. 


Ordered, Tnat William Hooper and Jeſepb 
Hewes, Eſqrs; from North-Carolina, be added 
to the Committee appointed to ſtate the rights 
of the Colonies. 


Ordered, Tu ar William Heoper, Eſq; be one 
of the Committee appointed to report the ſta- 
tutes, which affect the trade, &c. of the Coio- 
nies. 


Tus Delegates from the province of Maſſa- 
chuſetts-Bay, agreeable to a requeſt f-om the 
joint Committees of every town and diſtrict in 
the county of Middleſex, in the ſaid province, 
communicated to the Congreis the Proceedings 
of thoſe Committees at Concord, on the goth 
and 3:ft days of Auguſt laſt, which were read. 


Adjourned *til to-morrow at ꝙ o'clock. 


No buſineſs being prepared, the Congreſs 
was adjourned from day to day, 'til Saturday 
morning, at 9 o'clock. 


SATURDAY, September 17, 1774, A. M. 
The Congreſs met according to adjournment. 
Rich D Caswerr, Eſq; one of the Depu- 


ties from North-Carolina, appezred, and took 
his ſeat in Congrels, 
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Tur reſolutions entered into by the Dele- 
gates from che ſeveral towns and diſtricts in the 
county of Suffolk, in the Proyince of the Maſ- 
lachuletts-Bay, on Tueſday the 6th of Sep- 
tember, and their addreſs to his Excellency 


Governor Gage, dated the gth, were laid be- 
fore the Congreſs, and are as follows. 


At a meeting of the Delegates of every town 
and diſtrict in the county of Suffolk, on 
"Tueſday the 6th of September, at the houſe 
of Mr. Richard Woodward, of Deadham, 
and by adjournment at the houſe of Mr. 
Voſe, of Milton, on Friday the gth inſtant, 
Jeſeph Palmer, Eſq; being choſen Modera- 
tor, and William 4 hoinp/on, Eſq; Clerk, a 
Committee was choſen to bring in a report 

to the convention, and the following being 
ſeveral times read, and put paragraph by pa- 
ragraph, was unanimouſly voted, viz. * 


WHEREAS the power bor not the 
juſtice, the vengeance but not the. wiſdom 
of Great-Britain, which of old perſecuted, 
Icourged, and excited our fugitive parents from 
their native ſhores, now purſues us their guilt- 
lefs children with unrelenting ſeverity : And 
whereas this then ſavage and uncultivated deſart 5 
was purchaſed by the toll and treaſure, or ac- 
quired by the blood and valour ot thoſe our ve- 
nerable progenitors; to us they bequeathed the 
dear bought inheritance, to our care and pro- 
tection they conſigned it, and the molt facred 
obligations are upon us to tranſmit the glorious 
obligations unfetteredby power, unclogged with 

ſhackles. 
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ſhackles, to our innocent and beloved offspringt 


On the fortitude, on the wiſdom and on the ex: 
ertions of this important day, is ſuſpended the 


fate ot this new worid, and of unborn millions, 


It a boundleſs extent of continent, ſwarming 
with millions, will tamely ſubmit to live, move 


and have their being at the arbitrary will of a 


hcentious miniſter, thev vaſelv vield to volun- 
tary ſlavery, and future generations ſhall load 
their memories with incellant exccrations. On 
the other hand, if we arreſt the hand which 
would ranſack our pockets, if we diſarm the par- 
ricide which points the dagger to our Boſoms, if 
we nobly defeat that fatal edict which proclaims 
a power to frame laws for us in all caſes whatſo- 
ever, thereby entailing the endleſs and number- 
leſs curſes of ſlavery upon us, our heirs and their. 
heirs forever; if we ſucceſsfully reſiſt that unparal- 
leled uſurpationof unconſtitutional power where- 
by our capital is robbed of the means of life; 
whereby the ſtreets of Boſton are thronged with 
military executioners; whereby our coatts are 
lined and harbours crouded with ſhips of war; 
whereby the Charter of the Colony, that ſacred 
barrier againſt the encroachments of Tyranny, 
is mutilated and in eHect annihilated , whereby 
a murderous law is framed to ſhelter villains 
trom the hands of juſtice ; whereby the unali- 
enable and ineſtimable inheritance, which we de- 
rived from nature, the conſtitution of Britain, 
and the privileges warranted to vs in the char- 
ter of the province, is totally wrecked, annulled, 

and yacated, poſterity will! acknowledge that vir- 
tue Which preferved them fige and happy; 2nd 
$7 2 While 
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while we enjoy the rewards and bleſſings of the 
faithful, the torrent of panegyriſts will roll our 
reputations to that lateſt period, when the 
ſtreams of time ſhall be abſorbed in the abyſs of 


eternity — Therefore we have reſolved, aud 
do RESOLVE, 


1. THar whereas his Majefly George the 
Third is the rightful ſucceflor ro the throne of 
Great-Britain, and juſtly entitled to the allegi- 
ance of the Britiſh realm, and agreeable to com- 
pact, of the Engliſh Colonies in America — 
therefore, we the heirs and ſucceſſors of the firſt 
planters of this colony do chearfully acknow- 
ledge the ſaid George the third to be our right- 
ful Sovereign, and that ſaid covenant is the te- 
nure and claim on. which are tounded our alle- 
Stance and ſubmiſſion. 


2. Tur it is an indiſpenſible duty which we 

owe to God, our country, ourſelves and poſte- 
rity, by all lawful ways and means in our pow- 
er to maintain, defend and preſerve thoſe civil 
and religious rights and liberties, for which 
many of our fathers fought, bled and died, 
and to hand them down entire to future ge- 
n-rations. | 


3. Tua the late acts of the Britiſh Parlia» 
ment for blocking up the harbour of Boſton, 
for altering the eſtabliſhed form of government 
in this colony, and for ſcreening the moſt fla- 
gitious violators of the laws of the province 
from a legal trial, are groſs infractions of thoſe 
rights 
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rights to which we are juſtly entitled by the laws 
of nature, the Britiſh cenſtitution, and the 
Charter of the province. 


4. Tnar no obedience is due from this pro- 
vince to either or any part of the acts above- 
mentioned, but that they be rejected as the at- 


tempts of a wicked adminiſtration to enflave 


America. | 


5. Tua fo long as the Juſtices cf our Supe- 
rior Court of Judicature, Court of Aſſize, &c. 
and Inferior Covrt of Common Pleas in this 
county are appointed, or hold their places, by 
any other tenure than that which the Charter 
and the Laws of the Province direct, they muſt 
be confidered as under undue influence, and 
are therefore unconſtitutional officers, and as 
ſuch no regard ought to be paid to them by the 
people of this county, | 


6. Tur if the Juſtices of the Superior Court 
of Judicature, Aſſize, &c. Juſtices of the Court 
of Common Pleas, or of the General Seſſions of 
the Peace, ſhall ſir and act during their preſent 
diſqualified ſtate, this county will ſupport and 


bear harmleſs all Sneriffs and their deputics, 


Conſtables, Jurors and other officers, who 
ſhall refuſe to carry into execution the orders of 
ſaid Courts; and as far as poſiible to prevent 
the many inconveniencies which mult be occa- 
ſioned by a ſuſpenſion of the Courts of Juſtice, 
we do molt earneſtly recommend it to all credi- 
tors that they ſhew all rea{unable and even ge- 
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nerous forbearance to their debtors, and to all 
debtors, to pay their juſt debts with all poſſible 
ſpeed, and if any diſputes relative to debts or 
treſpaſſes ſhall arite, which cannot be ſettled by 
the parties, we recommend it to them to ſubmit 
all ſuch cauſes to arbitration, and it is our opi- 
nion that the contending parties or either of 
them, who ſhall retuſe ſo to do, ought to be 
conſidered as co-operating with the enemies of 
this country. 


7. Tua it be reco N to the collec- 
tors of taxes, Conſtables and all other officers, 
who have public monies in their hands, to retain. 
the ſame and not io make any payment thereof 
to the provincial county treaſurer until the ci- 
vil government of the province is placed upon 
a conſtitutional foundation, or until it ſhall 
otherwiſe be ordered by the propoſed provin- 
cial Congrels. 


8. Tua the perſons who have accepted feats. 
at the Council Board, by virtue of a mandamus 
from the King, in conformity to the late act of 
the Britiſh Parliament, enticled an act for the 

regulating the government of the Maſſachuſetts- 
Bay, have acted in direct violation of the duty 
they owe to their country, and have. thereby 
given great and juſt offence to this people. there- 
tore reſolved, that this county do recommend] 
it to all perſons, who have fo highly offend- 
ed by accepting ſaid Gepartments, and have 
not already publickly refigned their feats at 
the Council Board, to make public reſignations 

of 


1 


of their places at ſaid Board, on or before the 


20th day of this inſtant, September; and that 
all perſons refuſing ſo to do ſhall, from and at- 


ter ſaid day, be conſidered by this county as 
obſtinate and incorrigible enemies to this 
country. ' 


9. THar the fortifications begun and now car- 
rying on upon Boſton Neck, are juſtly alarming 
to this county, and gives us reaſon to apprehend 
ſome hoſtile intention againſt that town, more 
eſpecially as the Commander in Chief has in a 
very extraordinary manner removed the pow- 
der from the magazine at Charleſtown, and has 
allo forbidden the keeper of the magazine at 
Boſton, to deliver out to the owners the powder, 
which they had lodged in ſaid magazine, 


10. Tur the late act of Parliament for eſta- 
bliſhing the Roman Catholic religion and the 
French laws in that extenſive country now cal- 
led Quebec, is dangerous in an extreme degree 
to the Proteſtant religion and to the civil rights 
and liberties of all America; and therefore as 
men and proteſtant Chriſtians, we are indiſpen- 
ſably obliged to take all proper meaſures for 
our ſecurity. 


11. THaT whereas our enemies have flattered 
themſelves that they ſhall make an eaſy prey of 
this numerous, brave and hardy people, from 
an apprehenſion that they are unacquainted with 
military diſcipline, we therefore for the honor, 
defence and ſecurity of this county and province 

adviſe 
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adviſe, as it has been recommended to take 
away all commiſſions from the officers of the 
militia, that thoſe who- now hold commiſſions, 
or ſuch other perſons be elected in each town 
as officers in the militia, as ſhall be judged of 
ſufficient capacity for that purpoſe, and Who 
have evidenced themſelves the inflexible friends 


to the rights of the people ; and that the inha- 


bitants of thoſe towns and diſtrifts, who are qua- 
lified, do uſe their utmoſt diligence to acquaint 
themſelves with the art of war as ſoon as poſſi- 
ble, and do for that purpoſe appear under arms 
at leaſt once every week. 


12. Tur during the preſent haſtile appeat- 
ances on the part of Great-Britain, notwith-- 
ſtanding the many inſults and oppreſſions Which 
we molt ſenſibly reſent, yet, nevertheleſs from 
dur affection to his Majeſty, which we have at 
all times evidenced, we are determined to act 
merely upon the defenſive, fo long as ſuch con- 
{dudt may be vindicated by reaſun and the prin- 
ciples of ſelf- pre ſet vation, but no longer. 


13. THAT as we underſtand it has been in 
contemplation to apprehend ſundry perſons of 
this county, who have rendered themſelves con- 
tpicuous in contending for the violated rights 
and liberties of their country men, we do recom- 
mend, ſhould fuch an audacious meaſure be put 
in practice, to ſeize and keep in ſafe cuſtody, 
every ſervant of the preſent ryrannical and un. 
conſtitutional government throughout the coun- 


ty and province, until the perſons ſo apprehend- 
| | ed 
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ed be liberated from the hands of our adverſa- 
ries, and reſtored ſafe and uninjured to their 
reſpective friends and families. 


14. THAT until our rights are fully reftored 
to us, we will, to the utmoſt of our power and 
we recommend the ſame to the other counties, 
withhold all commercial intercourſe with Great- 
Britain, Ireland and the Weſt-Indies, and ab- 
ſtain from the conſumption of Britiſh merchan- 
dize and manufactures, and eſpecially of Eaſt- 
India Teas and piece goods, with ſuch additi- 
ons, alterations and exceptions only, as the 
General Congreſs of the Colonies may agree to. 


15. Taar under our preſent circumſtances 
it is encumbent on us to encourage arts and 
manufactures among us by all means in our 
power, and that 

be and are hereby appoint- 
ed a Committee to conſider of the beſt ways 
and means to promote and eſtabliſh the ſame, 
and to report to this Convention as ſoon as 
may be. 


16. Tuar the exigencies of our public af- 
fairs demand that a provincial Congreſs be cal- 
led to. conſult, fuch meaſures as may be adopt- 
ed, and vigorouſly executed by the whole peo- 
ple; and we do recommend it to the ſeveral 
towns in this county, to chole members for 
ſuch a provincial Congreſs, to be holden at. 
Concord on the ſecond Tueſday of October 
next enſuing, 


F. 17. THAT 


11 
Tua this county confiding in the wiſ- 


as and integrity of the continental Congrels,. 


now fitting at Philadelphia, pay all due reſpect 
and ſubmiſſion to ſuch meaſures as may be re- 


commended by them to the colonies, for the re- 


ſtoration and eſtabliſhment of their juſt rights, 


civil and religious, and for renewing that har- 
mony and union between Great-Britain and the 
colonies ſo earneſtly wiſhed tor by all good men. 


18. THAT whereas the univerſal uneaſineſs 
which prevails among all orders of men, ariſing 


from the wicked and oppreſſive meaſures of the 


preſent adminiſtration, may influence ſome un- 
thinking perions to commit outrage upon private 
property; we would heartily recommend to all 
perſons of this community not to engage in any 
routs, riots, or licentious attacks upon the pro- 
perties of any perſon whatſoever, as being ſub- 
verſive of all order and government; but by 

a ſteady, manly, uniform and perſevering oppoſi- 
tion to convince our enemies that in a conteſt ſo 
important, in a cauſe ſo ſolemn, our conduct 
ſhaſl be ſuch as to merit the approbation of the 
wiſe, and the admiration of the braye and tree of 
every age and of every country. 


19. THAT ſhould our enemies, by any ſudden 
manceuvres, render it neceſſary to aſk the aid 
and aſſiſtance of our brethren in the country, 
ſome one of the Committee of Correſpondence, 
or a Select Man of ſuch town or the town adjoin- 
ing, where ſuch hoſtilities ſhall commence or 
ſhall be expected to commence, ſhall diſpatch 
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couriers with written meſſages to the Select Men 
or Committees of Correſpondence, of the ſeveral! 
towns in the vicinity, with a written account of 
ſuch matter, who ſhall diſpatch others to Com- 
mittees more remote, untill proper and ſufficient 
aſſiſtance be obtained, and that the expence of 
ſaid couriers be defrayed by the county, until it 


ſhall be otherwiſe ordered by the provincial 
Congreſs, 


AT a meeting of Delegates from the ſeveral 
towns and diſtricts in the county of Suffolk, held 
at Milton on Friday the gth day of September, 
1774. —Voted, 


Tnar Doctor Joſeph Warren of Boſton, &c. 
be a Committee to wait on his Excellency the 
Governor, to inform him that this county are 
alarmed at the fortifications making on Boſton 
Neck, and to remonſtrate againſt the ſame, and 
the repeated inſults offered by the ſoldiery to per- 
ſons paſſing and repaſling into that town, and to 
confer with him upon thoſe ſubjects. 


Atteſt, WILLIAM THOMPSON, Clerk. 


To his Excellency THOMAS GAGE, EsQuirE, 
Captain General and Commander in Chief of bis 
Majeſty's Province of Maſſachuſetts-Bay. 


May it pleaſe your Excellency, 


T HE county of Suffolk being greatly, and 
in their opinion juſtly, alarmed at the formi- 
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dable appearances of hoſtility now threatning 
his Majeſty's good ſubjects of this county, and 
more particularly of the town of Boſton, the loy- 
al and faithful capital of this province; beg leave 
to addreſs your Excellency, and repreſent that the 
apprehenſions of the people are more particularly 
increaſed by the dangerous deſign now carrying 
Into execution of repairing and manning the for- 
tification at the ſouth entrance of the town of 
Boſton, which when compleated may at any time 
be improved to aggravate the miſeries of that al- 
ready impoveriſhed and diſtreſſed city, by inter- 
cepting the wanted and neceſſary intercourſe be- 
tween the town and country, and compel the 
wretched inhabitants to the moſt ignominious 
ſtate of humiliation and vaſſalage, by depriving 
them of the neceſſary ſupplies of proviſion for 
which they are chiefly dependant on that com- 
munication: We have been informed that your 
Excellency in conſequence of the application of 
the Select-Men of Boſton, has indeed diſavowed 
any intention to injure the town in your preſent 
manceuvres, and expreſſed your purpoſe to be 
for the ſecurity of the troops and his Majeſty's 
ſubjects in the town, we are at a loſs to guels, 
may it pleaſe your Excellency, from whence 
your want of confidence in the loyal and orderly 
people of this vicinity could originate; a mea- 
ſure ſo formidable carried into execution from 
a pre- conceived though cauſeleſs jealouſy of the 
inſecurity of his Majeſty's troops and ſubjects in 
the town, deeply wounds the loyalty and is an 
additional injury to the faithful ſubjects of this 
county and affords them a ſtrong motive for this 
application: we therefore intreat your Excellen- 
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cy to deſiſt from your deſign, aſſuring your Ex- 
cellency that the people of this county are by no 
means diſpoſed to injure his Majeſty's troops; 
they think themſelves aggrieved and oppreſſed 
by the late Acts of Parliament, and are reſolved 
by divine aſſiſtance, never to ſubmit to them, 
but have no inclination to commence a war with 
his Majeſty's troops, and beg leave to obſerve to 
your Excellency, that the ferment now excited 
in the minds of the people is occaſioned by tome 
late tranſactions, by ſeizing the powder in the 
arſenal at Charles- Town, by withalding the pow- 
der lodged in the magazine of the town of Boſ- 
ton from the legal proprietors, inſulting, beating 
and abuſing paſſengers to and from the town by 
the ſoldiery, in which they have been encovrag- 
ed by ſome ot their officers, putting the people 
in fear, and menacing them in their nightly pa- 
trole into the neighbouring towns, and more par- 
ticularly by the fortifying the ſole avenue by land 
to the town of Boſton. 


Ix duty therefore to his Majeſty and to your 
Excellency and for the reſtoration of order and 
ſecurity to this county, we the Delegates from 
the ſeveral towns in this county, being commiſ- 
ſioned for this purpoſe, beg your Excellency's 
attention to this our humble and faithful Addreſs, 
aſſuring you that nothing leſs than an immediate 
removal of the ordnance, and reſtoring the en- 
trance into the town to its former ſtate, and an 
effectual ſtop of all inſults and abuſes in future, 
can place the inhabitants of this county in that 
ſtate of peace and tranquillity in which every free 
ſubject ought to be. 
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His Excellency was waited on to know if he 
would receive the committee with the above 
written addreſs, but deſiring he might have a 


copy of it in a private way, that ſo when he re- 


ecived it from the committee he might have an 
anſwer prepared for them, he was accordingly 
furniſhed with a copy, his Excellency then de- 
clared that he would receive the committee on 
Monday at 12 o'clock, 


SATURDAY September 1o, I 774. 


Tux Congreſs taking the foregoing into con ſi- 
deration, 


Reſolved unanimouſly, 


TAaar this aſſembly deeply feels the ſuffering 
of their countrymen in the Maſſachuſetts Bay 
under the operation of the late unjuſt, cruel and 
oppreſſive acts of the Britiſh Parliament that 
they moſt thoroughly approve the wiſdom and 
fortitude, with which oppoſition to theſe wicked 
miniſterial meaſures has hitherto been conducted, 
and they earneſtly recommend to their brethren 
a perſeverance in the ſame firm and temperate 
conduct, as expreſſed in the refolutions deter- 
mined upon at a meeting of the delegates for the 
county of Suffolk, on Tueſday the 6th inſtant, 
truſting that the effect of the united efforts of 
North America, in their behalf, will carry ſuch 


conviction to the Britiſh nation of the unwiſe, 
unjuſt and ruinous policy of the prefent admi- 


niſtration, as quickly to introduce better men 
and wiſer meaſures. 
* Reſolvsd 


16 J 
Reſolved unanimouſly, 


THAT contributions from all the colonies for 
ſupplying the neceſſities and alleviating the diſ- 
treſſes of our brethren at Boſton ought to be con- 


tinued, in ſuch manner and ſo long as their oc- 
caſions may require. 


Ordered, THAT a copy of the above reſolu- 
tions be tranſmitted to Boſton by the Preſident. 


Ordered, TyuaT theſe reſolutions together 


with the reſolutions of the county of Suffolk be 
publiſhed in the news papers. 


Tur committee appointed to examine and re- 
port the ſeveral ſtatutes, which affect the trade 
and manufactures of the colonies, brought in 


their report, which was ordered to lie on the 
table. 


Adjourned till Monday morning. 


Moxvay September 19, 1774, A. M. 


THz Congreſs met according to adjournment. 


Taz report brought in on Saturday being 
read, 


Ordered, Tha the ſame be referred to the 
committee appointed to ſtate the rights of the 
colonies, &c. to which committee the i4onourable 
Thomas Cuſhing, Efq; Patrick Henry, and 
Thomas Mifflin, Eſqrs. were added. 


Adjourned 
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Adjourned from day to day, till Thurſday. 


THuRsDay September 22, 1774. 


The Congreſs met according to adjournment. 
Upon motion, 
Reſolved unanimonſly, 


THaT the Congreſs, requeſt the Merchants 
and others in the ſeveral colonies, not to ſend to 
Great - Britain any orders for goods, and to direct 


the execution of all orders already ſent, to be de- 


layed or ſuſpended, until the ſenſe of the Con- 
greſs on the means to be taken, for the preſerva- 
tion ot the liberties of America is made public. 


Ordered, Tua this reſolution be made public 
by nand-bills, and by publiſhing it in the news- 
Papers. 75 | 


Tnx Committee appointed to ſtate the rights, 
&c. of the colonies, having brought in a report 
of rights, the fame was read, and the conſidera- 
tion ot it referred till Saturday next. 


Ordered, THarT a copy of this report be made 
out for each colony. 


| SaTuRDAY September 24, 1774, A. M. 


THz Congreſs entered upon the conſideration 
of the report referred to this day, and after ſome 
debate, upon motion, | 
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Reſolved, THAT the . confine them- 
ſelves, at preſent, to the conſideration of ſuch 
rights, as have been infringed by Acts of the 
Britiſh Parliament ſince the year 1763, poſtpon- 
ing the further conſideration of the general ſtate 
of American rights to a future day. 


. HeREveon the Committee appointed to ſtate 
the rights &c. brought in a report of the in- 
fringements and violations of American rights, 
which being read—upon motion 


Reſolved, THAT the conſideration of this re- 
port be referred till Monday, and that the Con- 
greſs in the mean time deliberate on the means 
moſt proper to be uſed for a reſtoration of our 
rights. — e 


Arx ſome debate on the ſubject the Con- 
greſs adjourned. 


Monpay, September 26th, 1774. A. M. 
Tux Congreſs met according to adjournment. 


Joan HERRIN O, Eſq; a Deputy from Orange 

county in the colony of New- Tork, appeared 

this morning and took his ſeat as a Delegare tor 
that colony. | 


THe Congreſs reſumed the conſideration of the 
means &c. and after ſeveral hours ſpent thereon, 
It was referred till to-morrow, to which time the 
Congreſs was adjourned. — | 
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TvzsDAY, September 27th, 1774. A. M. 


Tu Congreſs met according to adjournment, 
and reſuming the conſideration of the means moſt 
proper to be uſed for a reſtoration of American 
rights, 7 m 


Reſolved nnanimouſly, TuaT from and after 
the firit day of December next, there be no im- 
portation into Britiſh America from Great-Britain 
or Ireland, of any goods, wares or merchandize 
whateyer, or from any other place, of any ſuch 
goods, wares or merchandizes, as ſhall have 
been exported from Great-Britain or Ireland, 
and that no ſuch goods, wares or merchandizes 
imported after the ſaid firſt day of December 
next be uſcd or purchaſed, — | 


Adjourned till to-morrow. 


% 


 WepnzsDaAyY and ThHusrsDay being taken up 
in the conſideration and debates on the means &c. 
the Congreſs met on Friday 30 Sept. and upon 
the queſtion _ . 


Reſolved, Taar from and after the 1oth day 
of September 1775, the exportation of all mer- 
chandize and every commodity whatſoever to 
* Great- Britain, Ireland and the Weſt- Indies ought 
to ceaſe, unleſs the grievances of America are 
redrefled before that time. | 


Ordered, THaT Mr. Cuſhing, Mr. Low, 
Mr. Mifflin, Mr. Lee, and Mr, Johnſon be 
| a Com- 
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a Committee to bring in a plan for carrying into 
effect, the non-importation, non- conſumption, 
and non- exportation reſolved on.— 


SATURDAY, October 1ſt, 1774. 


SIMON Box RUM, Eſq; appeared in Congreſs 
as a Deputy from King's county in the colony of 
New- Vork, and produced the credentials of his 
election, which being read and approved, he 
took his ſeat as a Delegate for that colony. 


The Congreſs reſuming the conſideration of 
the means &c. upon motion 


Reſolved unaximouſly, THAT a loyal addreſs to 
his Majeſty be prepared, dutifully requeſting 
the royal attention to the grievances that alarm 
and diſtreſs his Majeſty's taithiul ſubjects in 
North-America, and entreating his Majeſty's 
gracious interpoſition for the removal ot ſuch 
grievances, thereby to reſtore between Great- 
Britain and the colonies that harmony fo neccſſa- 


ry to the happineſs of the Britiſh empire, and ſo 
ardently deſired by all America. 


Agreed, ThAT Mr. Lee, Mr. J. Adams, Mr. 
Johnſon, Mr. Henry, and Mr. Rutledge, be a 
committee, to prepare an Addreſs to his Majel- 


ty. 
Mod DAV October 3, 1774. 


Tuꝝ Congreſs met, according to adjournment, 
and after ſome debate, Keſolued 
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| Reſolved unanimouſly, 


THAT it be an inſtruction to the committee, 
who are appointed to draw up an addreſs to the 
King -M hereas Parhamentary taxes on 4 merica 
have been laid, on pretence of“ detraying the ex- 
pences of , government, and ſupporting the ad- 
miniſtration of juſtice and defending, protecting, 
and ſecuring the colonies.” — That they do aſ- 
ſure his Majeſty, that the colonies have or will 
make ample proviſion for defraying all the neceſ- 
ſary expences of ſupporting government, and the 
duc adminiſtration of juſtice in the reſpective co- 
lonies; that the militia, if put on a proper foot- 
ing, would be amply ſufficient for their defence 
in time of peace, that they are deſirous of putting 
it on fuch a footing immediately, and that in 
caſe of war, the colonies are ready to grant ſup- 
plics for raiſing any further forces that may be 
neceſlary. 


THE remainder of this day and the day follow- 
ing, was taken up in deliberating and debating 
on matters proper to be contained in the Addreſs 
to his Majeſty. 


WEDNESDAY, October 5th, 1774. 
Tux Congreſs reſumed the conſideration of 
the ſubject in debate yeſterday, and after ſome 
time ſpent t thereon 


Reſolved, THIS the Committee appointed to 


Prepare an Addreſs to his Majeſty, be inſtructed 


to 


. 


to aſſure his Majeſty, that in caſe the colonies 
ſhall be reſtored to the ſtate they were in, at the 
cloſe of the late war, by aboliſhing the ſyſtem 
of laws and regulations—for raiſing a revenue in 
America—for extending the powers of Courts of 
Admiralty—for the trial of perſons beyond ſea 
for crimes committed in America—for affecting 
the colony of the Maſſachuſetts-Bay — and for 
altering the government and extending the limits 
of Canada, the jealouſies which have been occa- 
ſioned by ſuch. acts and regulations of Parlia- 
ment, will be removed and commerce again re- 
ſtored. 8 


AN Addreſs from William Goddard to the 
Congreſs was read and ordered to lie on the 
table. 


TruRsDAY, October Gth, 1774. 


TnE Congreſs reſumed the conſideration of 
the means proper to be uſed for a reſtoration of 
American rights. During this debate, an ex- 
preſs from Boſton arrived with a letter from the 
Committee of Correſpondence dated the 2gth of 
September, which was laid before the Congrels, 


In this the committee of correſpondence inform 
the Congrels, that they © expected ſome regard 
would have been paid to the petitions preſented 
to their Governor, againſt fortifying their town 
in ſuch a manner as can be accounted for only 
upon the ſuppoſition, that the town and country 


are to be treated by the ſoldiery as declared ene- 
| mies. 


[ 50 } 
mies that the entrenchments upon the Neck are 
nearly compleated—that cannon are mounted at 
the entrance of the town—that it is currently re- 
rted, that fortifications are to be erected on 
Corpſehill, Bacon Hill, Fort Hill, &c. fo that 
the fortifications, with the ſhips in the har- 
bour may abſolutely command every avenue to 
the town both by ſea and land- that a number 
of cannon, the property of a private Gentleman, 
were a few days ago ſeized and taken from his 
wharf by order of the General- that from ſever- 
al circumſtances mentioned in the letter, there 
is reaſon to apprehend, that Boſton is to be made 
and kept a garriſoned town; - that from all they 
can hear from Britain, adminiſtration is reſolved 
to do all in their power to force them to a ſub- 
miſſion - that when the town is incloſed, it is ap- 
prehended the inhabitants will be held as hoſ- 
tages for the ſubmiſſion of the country, they ap- 
ply therefore to the Congreſs for advice how to 
act—that---if the Congreſs adviſe to quit the 
town they obey—if it is judged that by main- 
taining their ground they can better ſerve the 
public cauſe, they will not ſhrink from hardſhip 
and danger—finally, that as the late Acts of 
Parliament have made it impoſſible that there 
ſhould be a due adminiſtration of juſtice, and all 
law therefore muſt be ſuſpended—that as the 
Governor has by Proclamation prevented the 
. meeting of the General Court—they therefore 
requeſt the advice of the Congreſs.” 


Orlered, Tamar this letter be taken into conſi- 
deration to-morrow morning. x 


Tür 
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Tur Congreſs then reſumed the conſideration 
of the means &c. 


Reſolved, Thar the Committee appointed to 
prepare the form of an aſſociation, be directed to 
adopt the following clauſe, viz.—That from and 
after the firſt day of December next, no molaſ- 
ſes, coffee or piemento from the Britiſh planta- 
tions or from Dominica, or wines from Madeira 
and the weſtern Iſlands, or foreign indigo be im- 
ported into thele colonies, 


FRIDATY, October 7th, 1774. 


Taz Congreſs reſumed the conſideration of 
the letter from the Committee of Correſpon- 
dence in Boſton, and after ſome debate 


Reſolved, Thar a Committee be appointed 
to prepare a Jetter to his Excellency General 
Gage, repreſenting ** that the town of Boſton 
and province of Maflachuſetts-Bay, are conſi- 
dered by all America as ſuffering in the common 
cauſe, for their noble and ſpirited oppoſition to 
oppreſſive Acts of Parliament calculated to de- 
prive us of our moſt ſacred rights and privileges.” 
—— Expreſſing our concern, that, while the 
Congrels are deliberating on the moſt peaceable 
means for reſtoring American liberty, and that 
harmony and intercourſe, which ſubſiſted be- 
tween us and the parent kingdom ſo neceſſary to 
both, his Excellency, as they are informed, is 
raiſing fortifications round the town of Boſton, 

thereby 


/ * 
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thereby exciting well grounded jealouſies in the 
minds of his Majeſty's faithful ſubjects therein, 
that he means to cut off all communication be- 
tween them and their brethren in the country, 
and reduce them to a ſtate of ſubmiſſion to his 
will, and that the ſoldiers under his Excellency's 
command, are frequently violating private pro- 
perty, and offering various inſults to the people, 
which muſt irritate their minds, and if not put 
a ſtop to, involve all America in the horrors of 
a civil war. -To entreat his Excellency, from 
the aſſurance we have of the peaceable diſpoſi- 
tion of the inhabitants of the town of Boſton and 
the province of the Maſſachuſetts-Bay, to diſ- 
continue his fortifications, and that a free and 
ſafe communication be reſtored and continued 
between the town of Boſton and the country, 
and prevent all injuries on the part of the troops, 
until his Majeſty's pleaſure ſhall be known, af- 
ter the meaſures now adopting ſhall have been 
laid before him. 1 | 


Mr. Lynch, Mr. S. Adams and Mr. Pendleton 
are appointed a committee to draught a letter 
agreeable to the foregoing reſolution. 


SATURDAY October 8, 1774. 


Tux Congreſs reſumed the conſideration of 
the letter from Boſton, and upon motion. 


Reſolved, Tuar this Congreſs approve the 
oppoſition of the inhabitants ot the Maſſachuſetts 
Bay, 


1 1 


Bay, to the execution of the late acts of Parlia- 
ment; and if the ſame ſhall be attempted to be 
carried into execution by force, in ſuch caſe, all 


America ought to . them in their oppo- 
ſition. 


Moxpay Ofober 10, 1774. 


Tun Congreſs reſuming the conſideration of 
the letter from Boſton / 


Reſolved unanimouſly, 


Tux it is the opinion of this body, that the 
removal of the people of Boſton into the country 
would be, not only extremely difficult in the exe- 
cution, but ſo important in its conſequences, as 
to require the utmoſt deliberation before it is 
adopted; but in caſe the provincial meeting of 
that colony ſhould judge it abſolutely neceſſary, 
it is the opinion of the Congreſs, that all Ame- 
rica ought to contribute towards recompencing 
them for the injury they may thereby ſuſtain, 
and it will be recommended accordingly. 


Reſolved, Thar the Congreſs recommend to 
the inhabitants of the colony of the Maſſachuſetts 
Bay to ſubmit to a ſuſpenſion of the adminiſtra- 
tion of juſtice, where it cannot be procured in a 
legal and peaceable manner, under the rules of 
their preſent charter and the laws of the colony 
founded thereon, 


Reſolved unanimouſly, 


THAT every perſon and perſons whatſoever, 
who ſhall take, accept, or act under any com- 
G miſſion 


1 


miſſion or authority, in any wiſe derived from the 
act paſſed in the laſt ſeſſion of Parliament, 
changing the form of Government, and violating 
the charter of the province of Maſſachuſetts Bay, 
ought to be held in deteſtation and abhorrence by 
all good men, and conſidered as the wicked tools 
of that deſpotiſm, which is preparing to deſtroy 


thoſe rights, which God, nature and compact 


have given to America. 


Tux committee brought in a draught of a letter 
to General Gage, and the fame being read and 
amended was ordered to be copied, and to be 
ſigned by the Preſident in behalf of the Congreſs. 


TuzsDay October 11, 1774. 


A copy of the letter to General Gage was 
brought into Congreſs, and agreeable to order 
ligned by the Prefident, and is as follows. 


Philadelphia, October 10, 1774. 
SIR, | 


* THE inhabitants of the town of Boſton have 
informed us, the repreſentatives of his Ma- 
jeſty's faithful ſubjects in all the colonies from 
Nova Scotia to Georgia, that the fortifications 
crecting within that town, the frequent invaſions 
of private property, and the repeated inſults they 
receive from the ſoldiery, have given them great 
reaſon to ſuſpect a plan is formed very deſtructive 
to them, and tending to overthrow. the libertic3 
of America, 

Ton 
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« Your Execllency cannot be a ſtranger to the 
ſentiments of America, with reſpe& to the 
acts of Parliament, under the execution of which 
thoſe unhappy people are oppreſſed, the appro- 
bation univerſally expreſſed of their conduct, and 
the determined reſolution of the colonies, for the 
preſervation of their common rights, to unite in 
their oppoſition to thoſe acts. In conſequence of 
theſe ſentiments, they have appointed us the guar- 
dians of their rights and liberties, and we are un- 

er the deepeſt concern, that whilſt we are pur- 
ſuing dutiful and peaceable meaſures to procure a 
cordial and effectual reconciliation between Great- 
Britain and the colonies, your Exccllency ſhould 
proceed in a manner that bears fo hoſtile an ap- 


pearance, and which even thoſe oppreſſive acts do 
not warrant. 


We entreat your Excelleney to conſider, what 
a tendency this conduct muſt have to irritate and 
force a free people, hitherto well diſpoſed to peace- 
able meaſures, into hoſtilities, which may prevent 
the endeavours of this Congreſs to reſtore a good 
underſtanding with our parent ſtate, and may in- 
volve us in the horrors of a civil war. 


IN order therefore to quiet the minds and re- 
move the reaſonable jcalouſies of the people, that 
they may not be driven to a ſtate of deſperation, 
being fully perſuaded of their pacific diſpoſition 
towards the King's troops, could they be aſſured 
of their own ſafety, we hope, Sir, you will dif- 
continue the fortifications in and about Boſton, 
prevent any further invaſions of private property, 
reſtrain the irregularities of rhe ſoldiers, and give 

(3 2 orders 
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orders that the communication between the town 
and country may be open, unmoleſted and free. 


Signed by order and in behalf 
Of the general Congreſs, 


PEYTON R ANDOLPH, Preſident.” 


As the Congreſs have given General Gage an 
aſſurance of the peaceable diſpoſition of the people 
of Boſton and the Maſſachuſetts Bay, 


Reſolved unanimouſly, 


Tn they be advis'd ſtill to conduct themſelves 
peaceably towerds his Excellency General Gage, 
and his Majeſty's troops now ſtationed in the town 
of Boſton, as far as can poſſibly be conſiſtent with 
their immediate ſafety and the ſecurity of the 
town, avoiding and diſcountenancing every vio- 
lation of his Majeſty's property, or any inſult to 
his troops, and that they peaceably and firmly 


perſevere in the line they are now conducting 
themſelves, on the defenſive. 


Ordered, That a copy of the foregoing re- 
ſolve, and of that paſſed on Saturday, and the 
three paſſed yeſterday be made out, and that the 
Preſident incloſe them in a letter to the commit- 
tee of correſpondence for the town of Boſton, 
being the ſentiments of the Congreſs on the mat- 
ters referred to them by the committee, in their 


letter of the 29th of September laſt, 


Reſolved 


A 


* 
Reſolved unanimouſly, 


THAT a memorial be prepared to the people of 
Britiſh America, ſtating to them the neceſſity of 
a firm, united, and invariable obſervation of the 


meaſures recommended by the Congreſs, as they 


tender the invaluable rights and liberties derived 
to them from the laws and conſtitution of their 
country. 


Aro, that an addreſs be prepared to the peo- 
ple of Great - Britain. 


Ordered, Tuar Mr. Lee, Mr. Livingſton, 


and Mr, Jay be a Committee to prepare a 
draught of the memorial and addreſs, 


WzEpNnEsSDAY October 12, 1774. 


The Congreſs met according to adjournment, 


The committee appointed to prepare a plan, 
for carrying into effect the non- importation, non- 
conſumption, and non exportation agreement, 
brought in a report which was read. 


Ordered, THAT the ſame lie on the table for 
the peruſal of the members. 


Tux Congreſs then reſumed the conſideration 
of the rights and grievances of theſe colonies, 
and after deliberating on the ſubject this and the 
following day, adjourned till Friday, 


Fripay October 14, 1774. 


Taz Congreſs met according to adjournment, 
and reſuming the conſideration of the ſubject un- 
der debate—made the following DECLARA- 
TION and RESOLVES. 

| WHEREAS 
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WHEREAS, ſince the cloſe of the laſt 
war, the Britiſh parliament clauning a pow- 
er, of right, to bind the people of America 
by ſtatutes, in all caſes whatſoever, hath in 
ſome acts expreſsly impoſed taxes on them, 
and in others, under various pretences, but in 
fact for the purpoſe of railing a revenue, hath 
impoſed rates and duties payable in theſe co- 
lonics, eſtabliſhed a board of commiſſioners 
with unconſtitutional powers, and extended 
the juriſdiction of courts of admiralty, not 
only for collecting the ſaid duties, but for the 


trial of cauſes merely ariſing within the body 
of a county. | 


Axp whereas, in conſequence of other ſta- 
tutes, judges; who before held only eſtates at 
will in their offices, have been made depen- 
dant on the crown alone for their ſalaries, and 
ſtanding armies kept, in times of peace: And 
whereas it has lately been reſolved in parliament, 
that by force of a ſtatute, made in the thirty- 
fifth year of the reign of King Henry the 
eighth, coloniſts may be tranſported to England 
and tried there upon accuſations for treaſons 
and miſpriſions, or concealments of treaſons 
committed in the colonies ; and by a late ſta- 


tute, ſuch trials have been directed in caſes 
thercia mentioned. 


AND whereas in the laſt ſeſſion of parlia- 
ment, three ſtatutes were made; one entitled, 
An act to diſcontinue in ſuch manner, and 
for ſuch time as are therein mentioned, the 
landing and diſcharging, lading or 187 

i 17 0 
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** of goods, wares and merchandize, at the 
„ town, and within the harbour of Boſton, 
in the province of Maſlachuſetts-Bay, in 
“ North-America.“ Another entitled, * An 
„ act for the better regulating the govern- 
% ment of the province of the Maſſachuſetts- 
& Bay, in New-England.” And another entit- 
led, An act for the impartial adminiſtration 
* of juſtice, in the caſes of perſons queſtioned 
& for any act done by them in the execution 
&« of the law, or for the ſuppreſſion of riots 
« and tumults, in the province of the Maſla- 
& chuſetts-Bay, in New-England.” And an- 
other ſtatute was then made, “ for making 
more effectual proviſion for the government 
« of the province of Quebec, &c.“ All which 
ſtatutes are impolitic, unjuſt, and cruel, as 
weli as uncouſtitutional, and moſt dangerous 
and deſtructive of American rights. 


Axp whereas, aſſemblies have been fre- 
quently diſlolved, contrary to the rights of 
the people, when they attempted to deliberate 
on grievances ; and their dutiful, humble, 
loyal and reaſonable petitions to the crown 
for redreſs, have been repeatedly treated with 
contempt by his Majeſty's miniſters of ſtate. 


Tus good people of the ſeveral colonies of 
New-Hampſhire, Maſſachuſetts-Bay, Rhode- 
Iſland and Providence plantations, Connec- 


ticut, New-York, New-Jerſey, Pennſylvania, 


New-Caſtle Kent and Suſſex on Delaware, 

Maryland, Virginia, North-Carolina, and 

South-Carolina, juſtly alarmed at theſe arbi- 
We trary 
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trary proceedings of parliament and admini- 
ſtration, have ſeverally elected, conſtituted, 
and appointed deputies to meet and ſit in ge- 
neral congreſs in the city of Philadelphia, in 
order to obtain ſuch eſtabliſhment, as that 
their religion, laws, and liberties may not be 
ſubverted: Whereupon the deputies ſo ap- 
pointed being now aſſembled, in a full and 
free repreſentation of theſe colonies, taking 
into their moſt ſerious conſideration the beſt 
means of attaining the ends aforeſaid, do in 
the firſt place, as Engliſhmen their anceſtors in 
like caſes have uſually done, for aſſerting 
and vindicating their rights and liberties, 
DECLARE, 


Tnar the inhabitants of the Engliſh colo- 
nies in North-America, by the immutable 
laws of nature, the principles of the Engliſh 
conſtitution, and the ſeveral charters or com- 
pacts, have the following RIGHTS. 


Reſolved, N. C. D. 1. Tur they are en- 
titled to life, liberty, and property: and they 
have never ceded to any ſovereign power 
whatever, a right to diſpoſe of either without 
their conſent. 


Reſolved, N. C. D. 2. Thar our anceſtors, 
who firſt ſettled theſe colonies, were at the 
time of their emigration from the mother 
country, entitled to all the rights, liberties, 
and immunities of free and natural born ſub- 
jects, within the realm of England. 

| Reſolved, 
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| Reſolved, N. C. D. 3. Tur by ſuch emi- vb 


gration they by no means forfeited, ſurren- nt 
dered, or loſt any of thoſe rights, but that 
they were, and their deſcendants now are, cn- AI 
titled to the exerciſe and enjoyment af all w 
ſuch of them, as their local and other cir- 
cumſtances enable them to exerciſe and enjoy. 


Reſolved, 3. Tnar the foundation of Eng- 
liſn liberty and of all free government, is a 1. 
right in the people to participate in their le— 
giſlative council: and as the Engliſh coloniſts | 
are not repreſented, and from their local and 1 
other circumſtances cannot properly be re- | 
preſented in the Britiſh parliament, they are 
entitled to a free and excluſive power of le 
giſlation in their ſeveral provincial Legiſlature 8, 
where their right of repreſentation can alone 
be preter ved, in all cafes of taxation and inter- 
nal polity, ſubject only to the negative of their 
ſovereign, in inch manner as has bcen hereto- 
fore uſed and accuſtomed : But from the 
neceſſity of the caſe, and a regard to the 
mutual intereſts of both countries, we 
cheerfully conſent to the operation of ſuch 
acts of the Britiſh parliament, as are bona fide, 
reſtrained to the regulation of our external com- 
merce, for the purpoſe of ſecuring the com- 
mercial advantages of the whole empire to the 
mother country, and the commerclal benefits of 
its reſpective members, excluding every idea 
of taxation internal or external, for raiſing a re- 


venue on the ſubjects in America without their 
conſent, 


1 Reſelved, 
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Reſolved, N. C. D. 5. Tnar the reſpective 
colonies are entitled to the common law of 
England, and more eſpecially to the great and 
ineſtimable privilege of being tried by their 
peers of the vicinage, according to the courſe of 
that law, | 


Reſolved, 6. Tnar they are entitled to the 
benefit of ſuch of the Engliſh ſtatutes, as ex- 
iſted at the time of their colonization ; and 
which they have, by experience, reſpectively 
found to be applicable to their ſeveral local and 
other circumſtances, 


Reſolved, N. C. D. 7. Tur theſe, his Ma- 
jeſty's, colonies are likewiſe entitled to all the 
immunities and privileges granted and confirmed 
to them by royal charters, or ſecured by their 
ſeveral codes of provincial laws. 


Reſolved, N. C. D. 8. Tür they have a 
right peaceably to aſſemble, conſider of their 
grievances, and petition the King; and that 
all proſecutions, prohibitory proclamations, and 
commitments for the ſame, are illegal. 


Reſolved, N. C. D. 9. Tamar the keeping a 
ſtanding army in theſe colonies, in rimes of 
peace, without the conſent of the legiſlature of 
that colony in which ſuch army is kept, is 
againſt law, | 


Reſolved, N. C. D. 10. Ir is indiſpenſibly 
neceſſary to good government, and rendered 
eſſential by the Engliſh conſtitution, that the 

conſtituent 


ed Aa 4a % AA amd Aa 


al i A a ws GA Ho © 


— — wy — 


hk, tf Mo hey 


e 


1 9 J 


conſtituent branches of the legiſlature be inde- 
pendent of each other; that, therefore, the ex- 
erciſe of legiſlative power in ſeveral colonies, by 
a council appointed, during pleaſure, by the 
crown, is unconſtitutional, dangerous, and de- 
ſtructive to the freedom of American legiſlation. 


ALL and each of which, the aforeſaid deputies 
in behalf of themſelves, and their conſtituents» 
do claim, demand, and inſiſt on, as their indu- 
bitable rights and liberties; which cannot be 
legally taken from them, altered or abridged by 
any power whatever, without their own con- 
ſent, by their repreſentatives in their ſeveral pro- 
vincial legiſlatures, 


In the courſe of our inquiry, we find many 
infringements and violations of the foregoing 
rights; which, from an ardent deſire that har- 
mony and mutual intercourſe of affection and 
intereſt may be reſtored, we paſs over for the 
prelent, and proceed to ftate ſuch acts and 


meaſures as have been adopted ſince the laſt war, 


which demonſtrate a ſyſtem formed to enſlave 
America, 


Reſolved, N. C. D. Taar the following acts 
of parliament are infringements and violations 
of the rights of the coloniſts; and that the re- 
peal of them is eſſentially neceſſary, in order to 
reſtore harmony between Great-Britain and the 
American colonies, viz. 
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Tur ſeveral acts of 4 Geo. III. ch. 15. and 
ch. 34. 5 Geo. III. ch. 23.—6 Geo. III. ch. 
52.—7 Geo. III. ch. 41. and ch. 46.- -$ Geo. 
III. ch. 22. which impoſe duties for the purpoſe 
of railing a revenue in America, extend the 
power of the admiralty courts beyond their 
ancient limits, deprive the American ſubject of 
trial by jury, authoriſe the judges certificate to 
indemnity the proſecutor from damages, that 
he might otherwiſe be liable to, requiring op- 
preſſive ſecurity from a claimant of ſhips and 
goods ſeized, betore he ſhall be allowed to de- 
jend his property, and are ſubverſive of Ame- 
rican rights, , 


Arso 12 Geo. III. ch. 24. intituled, “ An 
% Act for the better ſecuring his Majeſty's 
„ dock-yards, magazines, ſhips, ammunition 
and ſtores,” which declares a new offence 
in America, and deprives the American ſubject 
of a conſtitutional trial by jury of the vicinage, 
by authorifing the trial of any perſon charged 
with the committing any oftence deſcribed in 
the {aid act out of the realm, to be indicted and 
tried for the ſame in any ſhire or county within 
Lhe realm, 


Also the three acts paſſed in the laſt ſeſſion of 
parliament for ſtopping the port and blocking 
up the harbour of Boſton, for altering the char- 
ter and government of Maſſachuſetts-Bay, and 
that which is intituled, “ An Ac for the better 
* adminittration of juſtice, &c.“ | 


Also the act paſſed in the ſame ſeſſion for 
ellabliſhing the Roman Catholic Religion in thc 
province 
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province of Quebec, aboliſhing the equitable 
ſyſtem of Engliſh laws, and erecting a tyrauny 
there, to the great danger, (from fo total a diſ- 
ſimularity of religion, law, and government) of 
the neighbouring Britiſh colonies, by the aſ- 
ſiſtance of whole blood and treaſure the ſaid 
country was conquered from France, 


Arso the act paſſed in the ſame ſeſſion for 
the better providing ſuitable quarters for officers 
and ſoldiers in his Majeſty's ſervice in North- 
America, 


Also, that the keeping a ſtanding army in 
ſeveral of theſe colonies, in time of peace, with- 
out the conſent ot the legiſlature of that colony 
in which ſuch army is kept, is againſt law, 


To theſe grievous acts and meaſures Ameri— 
cans cannot ſubmit, but in hopes their fellow 
ſubjects in Great-Britain will, on a reviſion of 
them, reſtore us to that ſtate, in which both 
countries found happineſs and proſperity, we 
have for the preſent only reſolved to purſue the 
following peaceable meaſures; 1. To enter into 
a non- importation, non-conſumption, and non- 
exportation agreement or aſſociation. 2. To 
prepare an addreſs to the people of Great-Britain, 
and a memorial to the inhabitants of Britiſh 
America, And 3. To prepare a loyal addreſs 
to his Majeſty; agreeable to reſolutions already 
eatcred into. | 


A LYuTTER being received from ſeveral Gen- 


tlemen in Georgia was read. 
SATURDAY 


ub i do 
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SATURDAY, Oflober 15, 1774. 


Taz Congreſs reſumed the conſideration of 
the plan for carrying into effect the non-im- 
portation &c. and after ſome time ſpent on 
that ſubject, adjourned till Monday.— 


Monpar, October 17, 1774. 


Mr. John Dickinſon appeared in Congreſs as 
a Deputy for the province of Pennſylvania, and 
produced his credentials, as follows: 


« Is Aſſembly, Ocfober 15, 1774. A. M. 


„ Uron motion by Mr. Roſs, 


« Ordered, That Mr, Dickinſon be and he is 
„ hereby added to the Committee of Deputies 
appointed by the late Aſſembly of this pro- 
« vince, to attend the General Congreſs now 


« ſitting in the city of Philadelphia on American 
& grievances. 


« By Order of the Houſe, Cha. Moore, CIKk. 
<« of the Aſſembly.“ 


Tux fame being approved, Mr. Dickinſon 
took his ſeat as one of the Deputies for the pro- 
vince of Pennſylvania. 


Tnx Congreſs then reſumed the conſideration 
of the plan of affociation &c. and after ſpending 
the remainder of the day on that ſubject, ad- 
journed till to-morrow. 


TuzspAx, 
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Tuxso Ax, October 18, 1774. 


Tur Congreſs reſumed the conſideration of 
the plan of aſſociation &c. and after ſundry 
amendments, the ſame was agreed to and or- 
dered to be tranſcribed, that it may be ſigned 
by the ſeveral Members, 


TRE Committee appointed to prepare an ad- 
dreſs to the people of Great-Britain brought in 
a draught, which was read and ordered to lie on 
the table for the peruſal of the Members, and to 
be taken into conſideration to-morrow. 


\ 


W zDpnESDAY, October 19, 1774. 


Tur Congreſs reſumed the conſideration of 
the addreſs to the people of Great-Britain, and 
the ſame being debated by paragraphs and ſun- 
dry amendments made, the ſame was recommit- 
ted, in order that the amendments may be taken 
in. 


Tre Committee appointed to prepare a me— 
morial to the inhabitants of theſe colonies report- 
ed a draught, which was read and ordered to lie 
on the table. 


Ordered, That this memorial be taken into 
conſideration to-morrow. 


THURSDAY), 


: 
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Tuuks DAY, October 20, 1774. 


Tux aſſociation being copied, was read and 
ſigned at the table. And is as follows: — 


WE, his Majeſty's moſt loyal ſubjects, the 
Delegates of the ſeveral Colonies of New- 
Hampſhire, Maſſachuſetts-Bay, Rhode-Ifland, 
Connecticut, New-York, New-Jerſey, Pennſyl- 
vania, the Three Lower Counties of Newcaitle 
Kent and Suſſex on Delaware, Maryland, 
Virginia, North-Carolina, and South-Carolina, 
deputed to repreſent them in a continental Con- 

reſs held in the city of Philadelphia, on the 
fifth day of September, 1774, avowing our al- 
legiance to his Majeity, our affection and re- 
gard for our fellow-ſubjects in Great-Britain 
and elſewhere, affected with the deepeſt anxiety, 
and molt alarming apprehenſions at thoſe griev- 
ances and diſtreſſes, with which his Majeſty's 
American ſubjects are oppreſſed, and having 
taken under our moſt ſerious deliberation, the 
ſtate of the whole continent, find, that the pre- 
ſent unhappy ſituation of our affairs is occalion- 
ed by a ruinous ſyſtem of colony adminiſtration 
adopted by the Britiſh Miniſtry about the year 
1763, evidently calculated for inſlaving theſe 
Colomes, and, with them, the Britiſh Empire. 
In proſecution of which ſyſtem, various Acts 
of Parliament have been paſied for raiſing a 
Revenue in America, tor depriving the Ameri- 
can ſubjects, 1n many inſtances, ot the conſtitu- 
tional trial by jury, expoſing their lives to dan- 
ger, by directing a new and illegal trial beyond 
the ſeas, for crimes alledged to have been com- 

mitted 
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mitted in America: And in proſecution of 
' the ſame ſyſtem, ſeveral late, cruel, and oppreſ- 
five Acts have been paſſed reſpecting the town 
of Boſton and the Maſſachuſetts-Bay, and alſo 
an Act for extending the province of Quebec, 
ſo as to border on the weſtern frontiers of theſe 
Colonies, eſtabliſhing an arbitrary government 
therein, and diſcouraging the. ſettlement of 
Britiſh ſubjects in that wide extended country; 
thus by the influence of civil principles and 
ancient prejudices to diſpoſe the inhabitants to 
act. with hoſtility againſt the free Proteſtant Co- 
lonies, whenever a wicked Miniſtry {hall chule 
ſo to direct them, 


To obtain redreſs of theſe grievances, which 
threaten. deſtruction to the lives, liberty, and 
property of his Majeſty's ſubjects in North- 
America, we are of opinion, that a non-impor- 
tation, non- conſumption, and non- exportation 
agreement, faithfully adhered to, will prove the 
moſt ſpeedy, effectual, and peaceable meaſure : 
And therefore wedo, for — and the inhabi- 
tants of the ſeveral Colonies, whom we repreſent, 
firmly agree and aſſociate under the ſacred ties 
of virtue, honor and love of our country, as 
follows. 1 3 


Firſt, Tnar from and after the firſt day of 


December next, we will not import into Britiſh 

America, from Great-Britain or Ireland, any 

avg. wares or merchandize whatſoever, or 

from any other place any ſuch goods, wares or 

merchandize, as ſhall have been exported from 

Grat-Britain or Ireland; nor will we, after that 
| I day, 
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day, import any Eaſt-India tea from any part of 

the world; nor any molaſſes, ſyrups, paneles, 
coffee or piemento, from the Britiſh plantations, 
or from Dominica; nor wines from Madeira, 
or the Weſtern Iſlands; nor foreign indigo. 


Second. Wx will neither import, nor pur. 
chaſe any ſlave imported after the firſt day 
of December next; after which time, we will 
wholly diſcontinue the ſlave trade, and will 
neither be concerned in it ourſelves, nor will we 
hire our veſſels, nor fell our commodities or 
manufactures to thoſe who are concerned in it. 


Third. As a non-conſumption agreement, 
ſtrictly adhered to, will be an effectual ſecurity 
for the obſervation of the non- importation, we, 
as above, ſolemnly agree and aſſociate, that, 
ſrom this day, we will not purchaſe or uſe any 
Tea imported on account of the Eaſt-India com- 
pany, or any on which a duty hath been or ſhall be 
paid; and from and after the firſt day of March 
next, we will not purchaſe or uſe any Eaſt-India 
tea whatever; nor will we, nor ſhall any perſon for 
or under us, purchaſe or ule any of thoſe goods; 
. wares or merchandize, we have agreed not to 
import, which we ſhall know, or have cauſe to 
ſuſpect, were imported after the firſt day of 
December, except ſuch as come under the rules 
and directions of the tenth article hereafter 
mentioned. | | 


Fourth. Tus earneſt deſire we have not to 
injure our fellow. ſubjects in Great-Britain, Ire- 
land or the Weſt- Indies, induces us to ſuſpend 

| | | a non- 
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a non exportation, until the tenth day of Sep- 
tember 1775 z at which time, if the ſaid Acts 
and parts of Acts of the Britiſh parliamenc 


herein after mentioned are not repealed, we will 


not, directly or indirectly, export any merchan- 
dize or commodity whatſoever to Great-Britain, 
Ireland or the Weſt-Indies, except rice to 


Europe. 


Fifth. Suck as are merchants, and uſe the 
Britiſh and Iriſh trade, will give orders, as ſoon 
as poſſible, to their factors, agents and corre- 
ſpondents, in Great-Britain and Ireland, not to 

ip any goods to them, on any pretence what- 


ſoever, as they cannot be received in America; 


and if any merchant, reſiding in Great-Britain 
or Ireland, ſhall directly or indirectly ſhip any 
goods, wares or merchandize, for America, in 
order to break the ſaid non-1mportation agree- 


ment, or in any manner contravene the ſame, 
en ſuch unworthy conduct being well atteſted, 


it ought to be made public; and, on the ſame 
being ſo done, we will not from thenceforth 


have any commercial connexion with ſuch 
merchant. 


Sixth. Tamar ſuch as are owners of veſlels 
will give poſitive orders to their captains, or 
maſters, not to receive on board their veſlcls 
any goods prohibited by the ſaid non- importati- 
on agreement, on pain of immediate diſmiſſion 
trom their ſervice. 


Seventh. Wu will uſe our utmoſt endeayours 
to improve the breed of ſheep and increaſe their 
I 2 number 
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number to the greateſt extent, and to that end, 
we will kill them as ſparingly as may be, eſpe- 


cially thoſe of the moſt profitable kind? nor will 


we export any to the Weſt- Indies or elſewhere; 
and thoſe of us, who are or may become over- 
ſtocked with, or can conveniently ſpare, any 
ſheep, will diſpoſe of them'to our neighbours, 
eſpecially to the poorer fort, on moderate terms. 


Eighth. We vill in our ſeveral - ſtations 
encourage frugality, economy, and induſtry; 
and promote agriculture, arts, and the manu- 
factures of this country, eſpecially that of 
wool; and will diſcountenance and diſcourage 
every ſpecies of extravagance and diſſipation, 
eſpecially all horſe racing, and all kinds of 
gaming, cock fighting, exhibitions of ſhews, 
plays, and other- expenſive diverſions and en- 
tertainments. And on the death of any rela- 


tion or friend, none of us, or any of our fami- 


lies will go into any further mourning dreſs 


than a black crape or ribbon on the arm or hat 


for Gentlemen, and a black ribbon and neck- 
lace for Ladies, and we will diſcontinue the 
giving of gloves and ſcarfs at funerals. 


Ninth. Sucu as are vendets of goods or 
merchandize will not take advantage of the 
icarcity of goods that may be occaſioned by 
this affociation, but will ſell the ſame at the 
fates we have been reſpectively accuſtomed to 
do, for twelve months laſt paſt —And if any 
vender of goods or merchandize ſhall ſell any 
fugh goods on higher terms, or ſhall in any 
manner, or by any device whatſoever, violate 
OT / 
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or depart from this Agreement, no perſon 
ought, nor will any of us deal with any ſuch 
perſon, or his, or her factor or agent, at any 
time thereafter, for any cemmodity whatever. 


Tenth. In caſe any merchant, trader, or 
other perſons ſhall import any goods or mer- 
chandize after the firſt day of December, 
and before the firſt day of February next, the 
ſame ought forthwith, at the election of the 
owner, to be either reſhipped or delivered up to 
the Committee of the county, or town wherein 
they ſhall be imported, to be ſtored at the 
riſque of the importer, until the non- importa- 
tion Agreement ſhall ceaſe, or be fold under 
the direction of the Committee aforeſaid ; and 
in the laſt mentioned caſe, the owner or owners 
of ſuch goods ſhall be reimburſed (out of the 
ſales) the firſt colt and charges, the profit, if any, 
to be applied towards relieving and employing 
ſuch poor inhabitants of the town of Boſton, as 
are immediate ſufferers by the Boſton Port-Bill; 
and a particular account of all goods ſo returned, 
ſtored, or ſold, to be inſerted in the public pa- 
pers; and if any goods or merchandizes ſhall be 
imported after the ſaid firſt day of February, 
the ſame ought forthwith to be Pre back again, 
without breaking any of the packages thereof. 


Eleventh. Trar a Committee be choſen in 
every county, city, and town, by thoſe who 
are qualified to vote for Repreſentatives in the 
Legiſlature, whoſe buſineſs it ſhall be attentive- 
ly to obſerve the conduct of all perſons touching 
this aſſociation; and when it ſhall be made to ap- 

Pear 
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pear to the ſatisfaction of a majority of any ſuch 
Committee, that any perſon within the limits ot 
their appointment has violated this aſſociation, 
that ſuch majority do forthwith cauſe the truth of 
the caſe to be publiſhed in the Gazette, to the 
end, that all ſuch foes to the rights of Britifh 
America may be publicly known, and univer- 
ſally contemned as the enemies of American li- 


Ts and thenceforth we reſpeCtively will 
break off all dealings with him or her. 


Twelfth. Tuar the Committee of Corre- 
ſpondence in the reſpective Colonies do fre- 
quently inſpect the entries of their Cuſtom- 
Houſes, and inform each other from time to 
time of the true ſtate thereof, and of every other 
material circumſtance that may occur relative to 
this aſſociation. 


Thirteenth. Tnar all manufactures of this 
country be ſold at reaſonable prices, ſo that no 
undue advantage be taken of a future ſcarcity 
of goods. 


Fourteenth. Ann we do further agree and 
reſolve, that we will have no trade, commerce, 
dealings or intercourſe whatſoever, with any 
colony or province, in North America, which 
ſhall not accede to, or which ſhall hereafter vio- 
late this aſſociation, but will hold them as un- 
worthy of the rights of freemen, and as inimical 
to the liberties of their country. 


Axpo we do ſolemnly bind ourſelves and our 
conſtituents, under the ties aforeſaid, to adhere 
to 
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to this Aſſociation until ſuch parts of the ſeveral 
Acts of Parliament paſſed fince the cloſe of the 
laſt war, as impoſe or continue duties on tea, 
wine, molaſſes, ſyrups, paneles, coffee, ſugar, 
piemento, indigo, foreign paper, glaſs, and 
painters colours, imported into America, and 
extend the powers of the Admiralty courts be- 
yond their ancient limits, deprive the American 
ſubject of trial by jury, authoriſe the Judge's 
certificate to indemnify the proſecutor from Rs 
mages, that he might otherwiſe be liable to from 
a trial by his peers, require oppreſſive ſecurity 
from a claimant of ſhips or goods ſeized, before 
he ſhall be allowed to defend his property, 
are repealed—And until that part of the Act 
of the 12. G. 3. ch. 24. entitled, © An Act 
for the better ſecuring his Majeſty's dock yards, 
magazines, ſhips, ammunition, and itores, © by 
which, any perſons charged with committing 
any of the offences therein deſcribed, in Ame- 
rica, may be tried in any fhire or county within 
the realm, is repealed---And until the four Acts 
paſſed in the laſt ſeſſion of Parliament, v:z. that 
for ſtopping the port and blocking up the har- 

ur of Boſton —— That for alterin 2 the charter 
and government of the Maſſachuſett' „52 —— 
And that which is entitled, An Act for the 
better adminiſtration of juſtice, &c.———— 
And that © For extending the limits of Quebec, 
&cc.“ are repealed, And we recommend it to 
the rovincial conventions, and to the commit- 
tees in the e reſpeCtive Colonies, to eſtabliſh ſuch 
farther regulations as they may think proper, 
for carrying into execution this Aſſociation. 
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Taz foregoing Aſſociation being determined 
upon by the Concrtss, was ordered to be ſub- 
ſcribed by the. ſeveral Members thereof; and 
thereupon we have hereunto ſet our "OPIN: 
names accordingly. 


In Congreſs, Philadelphia, Oftober 2 4. 
Signed, 
PEYTON RANDOLPH,  Profdent. 


NATHANIEL FoLSOM. 
# Thomas Cutninc, 


Maſachuſetts-Bay. 7 e 


RoverT TREAT Pains. 


STEPHEN Hopkixs, 
SAMUEL WaRD. 


? ELIPHALET Dy ER, 


New Hampſhire. j Jon SULLIVAN, 


Rhodo- 2 


cant, RoGtr SHERMAN, - 


SiLas DEANE. 


Isazc Low, 
5 ALsop, 

oh Jay, 

4 James Dvane, 
 WitLram Frovp, © 
Henry WisneR, 
S. Bokkum, | 
| PriLip LIVINGSTON. 


247 Kinszy, 
\ William Lwivosrox; 
STepuen CRANE, 
R1icHARD SMITH, 
Joun Dx HART. 
Pennſylvania, 


New-York, 


 New-Jerfy 
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Joskxru GALLOWar, 
Joan Dick INsox, 


Penn{yloania. 4 nous Mirrlix, 
EpwaRD BipprE, 
- Joun Mok rex. 

{ GzORGE Ross. 


- 


5 CAR Ropx ET, 
| New-( Caſtle, Sc. 4 Thomas M*Ktan, 
GEORGE READ. 


[ MatTtuew Titcuman, 
I Tus JonnsoNn, 
W a 
Maryla WiLLiam Paca, 
Leer CHASE. 2 
RicnarD Hans "ITY 
'Grorot WatnlnGTON, 
P. Henzy, Jun. 
Rica D BLanD, 
Benjamin HARRISOx, 
Epuuxo PENDLETON. 


Virginia. 


WirI tau Hoor ER, 
JoszPH HEW ES, 


North. Carolina. 
| . ERK. CASWELL. . 


Henry Mind E row: 

- | A Thomas L.yncn, 

Fb b. Carolina. ( CrnrisToPHER' GADSDEN, 
| Joux RuTLEDGt, 
EpwarRD RUTLEDGE. 


K | Tur 


CHARLES HUMPHREYS, 


- 
0 
— 
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Tur. Congreſs then reſumed the conſideration 
of the addreſs to the inhabitants of theſe colo- 
nies, and atter debate thereon, adjourned till to- 
morrow . e ene 


Frxrbay, Ofober 21, 1774. 


Tu addreſs to the people of Great · Britain be- 
ing brought ia, and the amendments directed be- 
ing made, the ſame was approved and is as fol- 
lows: GAM 101039; / 


- 


To the PEOPLE of GREAT-BRITAIN, from 
the DELEGATES, appointed by the ſeveral 
Engliſh Colonies f Neto- Hamgſbire, Mafſachu- 
Sett's- Bay, Rhode. and and Providence Planta- 
tions, Connecticut, New York, New Jerſey, 
17 AS ka The Leuen Counties on Delaware, 
Maryland, Virginia, North Carolina and South- 
Carolina, ta conſider of theit grievances in G- 
NERAL CONGRESS, af, Ehiladelphia, - Septem- 
ber SR „„ 

Frrexvs and FeLLow SUBJECTS, 

WHEN a Nation, led to greatneſs by 
the hand of Liberty, and poſſeſſed of all 
the glory that heroiſm, munificence, and hu- 
manity can beſtow, deſcends to the ungrateiul 
taſk of forging chains for her- Friends and Chil- 
dren, and igſtead of giving Aupport to Free- 
dom, turns advocate for Slavery and Opprel- 
ſion, there is reaſon to ſuſpect ſhe has either 
ceaſed to be virtuous, or. been extremely negli- 
gent in the appointment ot her rulers. 


Is 
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Ix almoſt every age, in repeated conflicts, in 
long and bloody wars, as well civil as foreign, 
againſt many and powerful nations, againſt the 
open aſſaults of enemies and the more danger- 
ous treachery of friends, have the inhabitants 
of your iſland, your great and glorious anceſ- 
tors, maintained their independence and tranſ- 
mitted the rights of men and the bleſſings of 
liberty to you their poſterity. 


Bx not ſurprized therefore, that we, who are 
deſcended from the ſame common anceſtors ; 
that we, whoſe forefathers participated in all 
the rights, the liberties and the conſtitution, 
you lo juſtly boaſt, and who have carefully con- 
yeyed the fame fair inheritance to us, guaran- 
tied by the plighted faith of government and 
the moſt ſolemn compacts with Britiſh Sove- 
reigns, ſhould refuſe to ſurrender them to men, 
who found their claims on no principles of 
reaſon, and who proſecute them with a deſign, 
that by having our lives and property in their 
power, they may with the greater facility en- 
ſlave you. 


Taz cauſe of America is now the object of 
univerſal attention: it has at length become ve- 
ry ſerious. This unhappy country has not only 
been oppreſſed, but abuſed and miſrepreſented ; 
and the duty we owe to ourſelves and poſterity, 
to your intereſt, and the general welfare of the 
Britiſh empire, leads us to addreſs you on this 
very important ſubject, 


Know then, THA we conſider ourſelves, and 
do inſiſt, that we are and ought to be, as free as 
K 2 our 
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our fellow fabjefts in Britain, and that no POW- 
er on earth has a right to take our property 
from us without our conſent. 


Tear we claim all the benefits ſecured to the 
ſubje& by the Engliſh conſtitution, and payti- 
cularly that ineſtimable one pt trial by jury. 


Trar we hold it eflential to Engliſh 2 
that no man be condemned unheard, or puniſh- 
ed for ſuppoſed offences, without having an 
opportunity of making his defence. 


TraT we think the Legiſlature of Great- 
Britain is not authorized by the condition to 
eſtabliſh a religion fraught with ſanguinary and 
impious tenets, or, to erect an arbitrary torm 
of government in any quarter of the globe. 
Theſe rights we, as well as you, deem ſacred. 
And yet ſacred as they are, they have, with 
many others, been repeatedly and fagrantly 
violated. 


Axx not the Proprietors of the ſoil of Great- 


Britain Lords of their own property? can it be 


taken from them without their conſent ? will 
they yield ir to the arbitrary diſpoſal of any 
man, or number of men Whatever? Tou 
know they will not. 


Way then are the Proprietors of the ſoil of 
America leſs Lords of their property than you 
are of yours, or why ſhould they ſubmit it to 
the diſpoſal of your Parliament, or any other 
Parliament, or Council in the world, not of 

their 
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their election? Can the intervention of the ſca 
that divides us, cauſe diſparity in rights, or 
can any reaſon be given, why Engliſh ſubjects, 
who live three thouſand miles from the royal 


palace, ſhould enjoy leſs liberty than thoſe who 
are three hundred miles diſtant from it ? 


Re ASO looks with indignation on ſuch diſ- 
tinctions, and freemen can never perceive their 
propriety And yet, however chimerical and 
unjuſt tuch diſcriminations are, the Parliament 
aſſert, that they have a right to bind us in all 
caſes without exception, whether we conſent or 
not; that they may take and uſe our property 
when and in what manner they pleaſe ; that we 
are penſioners on their bounty for all that we 
poſſeſs, and can hold it no longer than they 

vouchafe to permit. Such declarations we con- 
ſider as hereſies in Engliſh politics, and which 
can no more operate to deprive us of our pro- 
perty, than the interdicts of the Pope can di- 
veſt Kings ot ſceptres, which the laws of the 
land and the voice of the people have placed in 
their hands. 


Ar the concluſion of the late war---a war 
rendered glorious by the abilities and integrity 
of a Miniſter, to whoſe efforts the Britiſh em- 
pire owes its fafety and its fame: At the con- 
clufion of this war, which was ſucceeded by an 


inglorious peace, formed under the aujpices of 


a Miniſter of principles, and of a family un- 

friendly to the proteſtant cauſe, and inimical to 

liberty,--- We ſay at this period, and under the 

influence of that man, a plan for enſlaving your 
; fellow 
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fellow ſubjects in America was concerted, and 
has ever ſince been pertinaciouſly carrying into 
execution. 


Prior to this æra you were content with 
drawing from us the wealth produced by our 
commerce. You reſtrained our trade in every 
way that could conduce to your emolument. 
You exerciſed unbounded ſovereignty over the 
ſea. You named the ports and nations to 
which alone our merchandize ſhould be carried, 
and with whom alone we ſhould trade; and 
though ſome of theſe reſtrictions were grievous, 
we nevertheſeſs did not complain; we looked 
up to you as to our parent ſtate to which we 
were bound by the ſtrongeſt ties: And were 
happy in being inſtrumental to your proſperity 
and your grandeur. | 


We call upon you yourſelves, to witneſs our 
loyalty and attachment to the common intereſt 
of the whole empire: Did we nor, in the laſt 
war, add all the ſtrength of this vaſt continent 
to the force which repelled our common enemy? 
Did we not leave our pative ſhores, and meet 
diſeaſe and death, to promote the ſucceſs of Bri- 
tiſh arms in foreign climates? Did you not 
thank us tor our zeal, and even reimburſe us 
large ſums of money, which, you conteſled, we 
had advanced beyond our proportion and far 
beyond our abilities? You did. 


To what cauſes, then, are we to attribute the 
ſudden change of treatment, and that ſyſtem of 
ſlavery which was prepared for us at the reſtora- 


tion of peace, 


BEFORE 
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Berort we had recovered from the diſtreſſes 
which ever attend war, an attempt was made to 
drain this country of all its money, by the op- 
preſſive Stamp-Act. Paint, Glaſs, and other 
commodities, which you would not permit us 
to purchaſe of other nations, were taxed ; nay, 
although no wine is made in any country, ſub- 
ject to the Britiſh ſtate, you prohibited our pro- 
curing it of toreigners, without paying a tax, 
impoſed by your parliament, on all we imported. 
Theſe and many other impoſitions were laid 
upon us moſt unjuſtly and unconſtitutionally, 
for the exprets purpoſe of railing a revenue.--- 
In order to ſilence complaint, it was, indeed, 
provided, that this revenue ſhould be expend- 
ed in America for its protection and defence. 
Theſe exactions, however, can receive no julti- 
fication from a pretended neceſſity of protecting 
and defending us. They are laviſhly ſquandered 
on court favourites and nunilterial dependents, 
generally avowed enemies to America and em- 
ploying themſelves, by partial repreſentations, to 
traduce and embroil the Colonies. For the ne- 
ceſſary ſupport of government here, we ever 
were and-ever ſhall be 'ready to provide. And 
whenever the exigencics of the flate may require 
it, we ſhall, as we have heretofore done, chear- 
fully contribute our tull proportion of men and 
money. To enforce this unconſtitutional and 
unjuſt ſcheme of taxation, every fence that the 
wiſdom of our Britiſh anceſtors had carefully 
erected againſt arbitrary power, has been violent- 
ly thrown down in America, and the ineſtimable 
right of trial by jury taken away 1n caſes that 


touch both life and property.---It was ordained 
5 that 
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that whenever offences ſhould be committed in 
the Colonies againſt; particular Acts impoſing 
various duties and -reftrictions upon trade, the 


proſecutor might bring his, action for the penal- 
ties in the Courts of Admiralty; by which means 
the ſubject loſt the advantage of being tried by 
an honeſt uninfluenced jury of the vicinage, and 
was ſubjected to the ſad neceſſity of being judg- 
ed by a ſingle man, a creature of the Crown, 
and according to the courſe of a law which ex- 


empts the proſecutor ftom the trouble of prov- 


ing his accuſation, and obliges the defendant 
either to evince his innocence or to ſuffer. To 
give chis ne judicatory the greater importance, 
and as, it with delign to protect falle accuſers, 
it is further provided, that the Judge's certifi- 
cate of there having been probable cauſes of ſei- 
zure and proſecution, ſhall protect the proſe 
cutor from actions at common law for recovery 
of damages. 


By the courſe of our law, offences committed 
in ſuch of the Britiſh dominions in which courts 
are eſlabliſhed and juſtice duely and regularly 
adminiſtred, ſhall be chere tried by a jury of the 
vicinage. There the offenders and the witneſſes 
are known, and the degree of credibility to be 
given to cheir teſtimony, can be aſcertained. 


In all theſe Colonies, juſtice is regularly 
and impartially adminiſtered, and yet by the 
conſtruction of ſome, and the direction of other 
Acts of Parliament, offenders are to be taken by 
force, together with all ſuch perſons as may be 


pointed out as witneſſes, and carried to England, 
there 


65-1 


there to be tried in a diſtant land, by a jury of 
ſtrangers, and ſubject to all the diſadvantages 


that reſult from want of friends, want of wit- 
neſſes, and want of money. 


Wren the deſign of raiſing a revenue from 

the duties impoſed on the importation of tea in- 
to America had in great meaſure been ren- 
dered abortive by our ceaſing to import -that 
commodity, a ſcheme was concerted by the 
Miniſtry: with the Eaſt India Company, and an 


Act paſſed enabling and encouraging them to 


tranſport and vend it in the Colonies. Aware 
of the danger of giving ſucceſs to this inſidious 
manceuvre, and of permitting a precedent of tax- 
ation thus to be eſtabliſned among us, various 


methods were adopted to elude the ſtroke. The 


people of Boſton, then ruled by a Governor, 
whom, as. well as his predeceſſor Sir Francis 


Bernard, all America conſiders as her enemy, 


were exceedingly embarraſſed, The ſhips, 
which had arrived with . the tea, were by his 
management prevented from returning.---The 
duties would have been paid; the cargoes 
landed and expoſed to ſale; a Governor's influ- 


ence would have procured and protected many 


purchaſers. While the town wes ſuſpended by 
deliberations on this important ſubject, the tea 
was deſtroyed. Even ſuppoſing a treſpaſs was 


thereby committed, and the Proprietors of the 


tea entitled to damages. The Courts of Law 


were open, and Judges appointed by the 
Crown preſided in them. The Eaſt India Com- 


pany however did not think proper to com- 
mence any ſuits, nor did they even demand ſa- 
| | tisfaction 


* ” „ = LA - 


* © ww * 
I - 


— — 


* — . TD EC IEC EES —— —„—᷑— — — 1 Ion — — — — 
—— —— a 


of Parliament, and acquieſcing in whatever diſ- 


a trial; and that too by laws made expreſly 
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tis faction either from individuals or from the 
community in general. The Miviſtry, it ſeems, 
officiouſly. made the caſe their own, and the 
great Council of the nation deſcended to inter- 
meddle with a diſpute about private property.--- 
Divers. papers, letters, and: other unauthentt- 
cated ex parte evidence were laid before them; 
neither the perſons. who deſtroyed the Tea, nor 
the people of Boſton, were called upon to anſwer 
the complaint, The Miniſtry, incenſed by be- 
ing diſappointed. in a favourite ſcheme, were de- 
termined to recur from the little arts of fineſſe, to 
open force and unmanly violence. The port of 
Boſton was blocked up by a fleet, and an army 
placed in the town. Their trade was to be ſuſpend- 
ed, and thouſands reduced to the neceſſity of gain- 
ing ſubſiſtance from charity, till: they ſhould. 
ſabmix to paſs under the yoke, and, conſent to 
become ſlaves, by confeſſing the omnipatence 


poſition they might think Proper to make of 
their lives and property. „ Soft © 


Lr juſtice and humanity ceaſe! to be the 
boaſt of your nation! conſult; your hiſtory, ex- 
amine your records of former tranſactions, nay 
turn to the annals of the many arbitrary ſtates 
and kingdoms that ſurround you, and ſhew us 
a ſingle inſtance of men being condemned to 
ſuffer for imputed crimes, unheard, unqueſtion- 
ed, and without even the ſpecious. farmality of 


for the purpoſe, and which had no exiſtence at 
the time of the fact committed. If it be dif- 


ficult to reconcile theſe proceedings to the ge- 
nius 
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nius and temper of your laws and conſtitution, 
the taſk will become more arduous, when we call 


upon our miniſterial enemies to juſtify, not on- 
ly condemning men untried and by hearſay, 


but involving the innocent in one common 
puniſhment with the guilty, and for the act of 
thirty or forty, to bring poverty, diſtreſs and 
calamity on thirty thouſand ſouls, and thole not 
your enemies, but your friends, brethren, and 
fellow ſubjects. 1 


IT would be ſome conſolation to us, if the 
catalogue of American oppreſſions ended here. 
It gives us pain to be reduced to the neceſſity of 
reminding you, that under the confidence re- 
poſed in the faith of government, pledged in a 
royal charter from a Britiſh Sovereign, the fore- 
fathers of the preſent inhabitants of the Maſſa- 
chuſetts-Bay left their former habitations, and 
eſtabliſhed that great, flouriſhing, and loyal 
Colony. Without incurring or being charged 
with a forfeiture of their rights, without being 
heard, without being tried, without law, and 
without juſtice, by an Act of Parliament, their 
charter is deſtroyed, their liberties violated, 
their conſtitution and form of government 
changed : And all this upon no better pretence, 
than becauſe in one of their towns a treſpaſs was 
committed on ſome merchandize, ſaid to belong 
to one of the Companies, and becauſe the Mi- 
niſtry were of opinion, that ſuch high political 
regulations were neceſſary to compel due ſub: 
ordination and obedience to their mandates. 


1.2 Nox 
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Nox are theſe the only capital grievances 
under which we labour. We might tell of diſ- 
ſolute, weak and wicked Governors having 
been ſet over us; of Legiſlatures being ſuſ- 
pended for aſſerting the rights of Britiſh ſubs 
jeEts----of needy and ignorant dependents on 
great men advanced to the ſeats. of juſtice and 
to other places of truſt and importance ;. of 
hard reſtrictions on commerce, and a great va- 
riety of leſſer evils, the recollection of which is 
almoſt toil! under the weight and preſſure of 
greater and more poignant calamities. 


Now mark the progreſſion of the miniſterial 
plan for inſlaving us. f 


Well aware that ſuch hardy attempts to take 
our property from us; to deprive us of that 
valuable right of trial by jury; to ſeize our per- 
ſons, and carry us for trial to Great- Britain; to 
blockade our ports; to deſtroy our Charters, 
and change our forms of government, would 
occaſion, and had already occaſioned great diſ- 
content in all the Colonies, which might pro- 
duce oppoſition to theſe meaſures: An Act was 
paſſed to protect, indemnify, and ſcreen from 


puniſhment ſuch as might be guilty even of 


murder, in endeavouring to carry their opprel- 
ve edits into execution; And by another Act 
the dominion of Canada is to be ſo extended, 
modelled, and governed, as that by being diſ- 
united from us, detached from our intereſts, by 
civil as well as religious prejudices, that by 
their numbers daily ſwelling with Catholic emi- 


grants from Europe, and by their devotion to 


Adminiſ- 


1 


Adminiſtration, ſo friendly to their religion, 
they might become formidable to us, and on 
occaſion, be fit inſtruments in the hands of 
3 to reduce the ancient free Proteſtant Co- 


onies to the ſame ſtate of ſlavery with them- 
ſelves, 


Tuis was evidently the object of the Act: 
And in this view, being extremely dangerous 
to our liberty and quiet, We cannot forbear com- 
plaining of it, as hoſtile to Britiſh America.---- 
Superadded to theſe conſiderations, we cannot 
help deploring the unhappy condition to which 
it has reduced the many Engliſh ſettlers, who, 
encouraged by the Royal Proclamation, pro- 
miſing the enjoyment of all their righ's, have 
purchaled eſtates in that country.----T hey are 
now the ſubjects of an arbitrary government, 
deprived of trial by jury, and when impriſoned 
cannot claim the benefit of the habeas corpus 
Act, that great bulwark and palladium of En- 
gliſh liberty :---Nor can we ſuppreſs our aſto- 
niſhment, that a Britiſh Parliament ſhould ever 
conſent to eſtabliſh in that country a religion 
that has deluged your iſland in blood, and "dif 
perſed 1mpiety, bigotry, perſecution, murder 
and rebellion through every part of the world. 


T x1s being a true ſtate of facts, let us beſeech 
you to conſider to what end they lead. 


Apr that the Miniſtry, by the powers of 
Britain, and the aid of our Roman Catholic 
neighbours, ſhould be able to carry the point of 
taxatiop, and reduce us to a ſtate of pertect hu- 

miliation 
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miliation and ſlavery. Such an enterprize would 
doubrleſs make ſome addition to your national 
debt, which already preſſes down your liberties, 
and fills you with Penſioners and Placemen.--- 
We: preſume, alſo, that your commerce will 
ſomewhat be diminiſhed. However, ſuppoſe 
you ſhould prove victorious—-in what condi- 
tion will you then be? What advantages or 
what laurels will you reap from ſuch a conqueſt ? 


May not a Miniſtry with the ſame armies in- 
ſlave you---it may be ſaid, you will ceaſe to pay 
them---but remember the taxes from America, 
the wealth, and we may add, the men, and 
particularly the Roman Catholics of this vaſt 
continent wilt then be in the power of your ene- 
mies---nor will you have any reaſon to expect, 
that after making ſlaves of us, many among us 
ſhould refuſe to aſſiſt in reducing you to the 
ſame abject ſtate. | 


Do not treat this as chimerical---Know that 
in leſs than half a century, the quit-rents re- 
ſerved to the Crown, from the numberleſs 


grants of this vaſt continent, will pour large 


Teams of wealth into the royal coffers, and if 
to this be added the power of taxing America 
at pleaſure, the Crown will be rendered inde- 
pendent on. you for ſupplies, and will poſſeſs 
more treaſure than may be neceſſary to pur- 
chaſe the remains of Liberty in your Iſland.— 
in a word, take care that you do not fall into 


ihe pit that is preparing for us, 


- 


WX 


| U 91 1 


Wr believe there is yet much virtue, much 
juſtice, and much public ſpirit in the Engliſh 
nation---To that juſtice we now appeal. You 
have been told that we: are ſeditious, impaticnt 
of government and deſirous of independency. 
Be aſſured that theſe are not facts, but calum- 
nies Permit us to be as free as yourſelves, and 
we ſhall ever eſteem a union with you to be our 
greateſt glory and our greateſt happineſs, we 
ſhall ever be ready: to contribute all in our pow 
er to the welfare of the Empire. we ſhall con- 
ſider your enemies as our enemies, and your 
intereſt as our own. 


Bur if you are determined that your Miniſ- 
ters ſhall- wantonly ſport with the rights- of 
Mankind---If neither the voice of juſtice, the 
dictates of the law, the principles of the con- 
ſtitution, or the ſuggeſtions of humanity can 
reſtrain your hands from ſhedding: human 
blood in ſuch an impious cauſe, we mult then 
tell you, that we never will ſubmit to be hew- 
ers of wood or drawers of water for any mini- 
try or nation in the worlds 


PLAcx us in the ſame ſituation: that we were 
at the cloſe of the laſt war, and our former har- 
mony will beralipeed. 


Bur left the ſame ſupinenels and the ſame in- 
attention to our common intereſt, which you 
have for ſeveral years ſnewn, ſhould continue, 
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we think it prudent to anticipate the conſe- 
quences. O19 "R 


By'the deſtruction of the trade of Boſton, the 
Miniſtry have endeavoured to induce ſubmiſ- 
ſion to their meaſures. -The like fate may be- 
fal us all; we will endeavour therefore to live 
without trade, and recur for ſubſiſtance to the 
fertility and bounty of our native foil, which 
will afford us all the neceſſaries and ſome of the 
conveniences of life. ---We have ſuſpended our 
rmportation from Great-Britain and Ireland; and 
in leſs than a year's time, unleſs our grievances 
ſhould be redreſſed, ſhall diſcontinue our ex- 
ports to thoſe kingdoms and the Weſt-Indies. 


IT is with the utmoſt regret however, that 
we find ourſelves compelled by the overruling 
principles of — to adopt mea- - 
ſures detrimental in their conſequences to num- 
bers of our fellow ſubjects in Great- Britain and 
Ireland. But we hope, that the magnanimity and 
juſtice of the Britiſh Nation will furniſh a Par- 
liament of ſuch wiſdom, independance and pub- 
lic ſpirit, as may fave the violated rights of the 
whole empire from the devices of wicked Mi- 
niſters and evil Counſellors whether in or out of 
office, and thereby reſtore that harmony, friend- 
ſhip and fraternal affection between all the In- 
habitants of his Majeſty's kingdoms. and terri- 
tories, ſo ardently wiſhed for by every true and 
honeſt American. 


Tre Concress then reſumed the conſidera- 
tion of the memorial to the inhabitants of Foe | 
a Briti 


E903 


Britiſn colonies, and the ſame being debated by 
paragraphs and amended, was approved, and is 
as follows: -- 


To the INHABITANTS of the COLONIES of 
New Hampſhire, Maſſachuſetts-Bay, Khode- 
Ifland and Providence Plantations, Connecticut, 
New York, New-Ferſey, Pennſylvania, the 
Counties of Newcaſtle, Kent and Suſſex on Dela- 
ware, Maryland, Virginia, North Carolina 
and South Carolina. 


FRIENDS and COUNTRYMEN, 


WE, the DELEGATES appointed by 
the good people of thele Colonies to meet 
at Philadelphia in September laſt, for the pur- 
poſes mentioned by our reſpective Conſtituents, 
have in purfuance of the truſt repoſed in us, aſ- 
fembled, and taken into our moſt ſerious conſi- 
deration the important matters recommended to 
the Congreſs. Our reſolutions thereupon will 
be herewith communicated to you. Burt as the 
ation of public affairs grows daily more and 
more alarming; and as it may be more ſatisfac- 
tory to you to be informed by us in a collective 
body, than in any other manner, of thole ſenti- 


ments that have been approved, upon a tull and 


free diſcuſſion by the Reprelentatives of lo great 
a part of America, we eſteem ourſelves obliged 
to add this Addreſs to theſe Reſolutions, 

M Is 
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Is every caſe of oppoſition by a people tc 
their rulers, or of one ſtate to another, duty tc 
Almighty God, the creator of all, requires that 
a true and impartial judgment be formed of the 
meaſures leading to ſuch oppoſition; and of the 
cauſes by which it has been provoked, or can 
in any degree be juſtified: That neither affec- 
tion on the one hand, nor reſentment on the 
other, being permitted to give a wrong biaſs to 
reaſon, it may be enabled to take a diſpaſſion- 
ate view of all circumſtances, and to ſettle the 
publie conduct on the ſolid foundations of wiſ- 
dom and juſtice, 


From Councils thus tempered ariſe the 
ſureſt hopes of the divine favour, the firmeſt en- 
couragement to the parties engaged and the 
ſtrongeſt recommendation of their cauſe to the 
reſt of mankind. 


Wirn minds deeply impreſſed by a ſenſe of 
theſe truths, we have diligently, deliberately 
and calmly enquired into and conſidered thoſe 
exertions, both ot the legiſlative and executive 
power of Great- Britain, which have excited ſo 
much uneaſineſs in America, and have with 
equal fidelity and attention conſidered the con- 
duct of the Colonies. Upon the whole, we 
find ourſelves reduced to the diſagreeable alter- 
native, of being filent and betraying the inno- 
cent, or of ſpeaking out and cenſuring thoſe we 
wiſh to revere.---In making our choice of theſe 
diſtreſſing difficulties, we prefer the courſe dic- 
tated by honeſty, and a regard for the welfare 
of our country. 

| SOON 
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Soon after the concluſion of the late war, 
there commenced a memorable change in the 
treatment of theſe Colonies. By a ſtatute made 
in the fourth year of the preſent reign, a time 
of profound peace, alledging “ the expediency 
* new proviſions and regulations for extend - 

the commerce between Great - Britain and 
bis Majeſty's dominions in America, and the 
neceſſity of raiſing a Revenue in the ſaid domini- 
ons for defraying the expences of defending, 
protecting and ſecuring the fame,” the Com- 
mons of Great Britain undertook to give and 
grant to his Majeſty many rates and duties, to 
be paid in theſe Colonies. To enforce the ob- 
lervance of this Act, it preſcribes a great num- 
ber of ſevere penalties and forfeitures ; and in 
two ſections makes a remarkable diſtinction be- 
tween the ſubjects in Great-Britain and thoſe in 
America, By the one, the penalties and for- 
feitures incurred there are to be recovered in 
any of the King's Courts of Record at Weſtmin- 
yd or in the Court of Exchequer in Scotland; 
and by the other, the penalties and for feitures 
incurred here are to be recovered in any Court 
of Record, or in any Court of Admiraliy or 
Vice- Admirally, at the election of the informer er 
F 7ſecutor, 


Tre Inhabitants of theſe Colonies confiding 
in the juſtice of Great-Britain, were ſcarcely 
allowed ſufficient time to receive and conſider 
this Act, before another, well known by the 
name of the S/amp Act, and paſſed in the fifth 
year of this reign, engroſſed their whole atten- 

tion, By this ſtatute the Britiſh Parliament 
M 2 excrciſed 
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exerciſed in the moſt explicit manner a power 
of taxing us, and extending the juriſdiction of 
Courts of Admiralty and Vice- Admiralty in the 
Colonies, to matters ariling within the body of 
a county, directed the numerous penalties and 
forfeitures, thereby inflicted, to be recovered in 
the ſaid Courts, 


Ix the ſame year a tax was impoſed upon us, 
by an Act, eſtabliſhing ſeveral new fees in the 
cuttoms. In the next year, the Stamp Act was 
repealed ; not becaule it was founded in an er- 
roneous principle, but, as the repealing Act re- 
cites, becauſe ** the continuance thereof would be 
attended with many inconveniencies, and might 
be productive of conſequences greatly detri- 


mental to the commercial intereſt of Great- 
Britain.“ 


Ix the ſame year, and by a ſubſequent Act, 
it was declared, “ that his Majeſty in Parha- 
ment, of right, had power to bind the people 
ot thele Colonies by Statutes iN ALL CASES 
*© WHATSOEVER,” 


In the fame year, another Act was paſled, 
for impoſing rates and duties payable in theſe 
Colonics. In this Statute the Commons avoid- 
ing the terms of giving and granting“ humbly 
belought his Majeſty that it might be enacted 
&c.” But from a declaration in the preamble, 
that the rates and duties were“ in lieu of“ ſe- 
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veral others granted by the Statute firſt before 
mentioned for raiſing a revenue and from ſome 
other expreſſions it appears, that theſe duties 
were intended for that pur poſe. 


x he next year, (1767,) an Act was made 
to enable his Majeſty to put the cuſtoms and 
other duties in America under the management 
of Commiſſioners &c.” and the King there- 
upon erected the preſent expenſive Board of 
Commiſſioners, for the expreſs purpoſe of car- 
ry ing into execution the ſeveral Acts relating to 
the revenue and trade in America. 


* 


ArTer the repeal of the Stamp-Act, having 
again reſigned ourſelves to our antient unſulpt- 
cicus affections for the parent ſtate, and anxi- 
ous to avoid any controverſy with her, in hopes 
of a favourable alteration in ſentiments and mea- 
ſures towards us, we did not preſs our objec- 
tions againſt the above mentioned Statutes made 
ſublequent to that repeal. 


ADMINISTRATION attributing to trifling 
cauſes, a conduct that really proceeded from 
generous motives, were encouraged in the fame 
year (1767) to make a bolder experiment on 
the patience of America. 


By a Statute commonly called the Glaſs, Pa- 
per and Tea Act, made fifteen months after the 
repeal of the Stamp-AF,. the Commons of 
Great-Britain reſumed their former language, 

an 
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and again undertook to“ give and grant rates 
and duties to be paid in theſe Colonies,” for the 
expreſs purpoſe of raiſing a revenue, to defray 
the charges of the adminiſtrauon of jultice, the 
ſupport of civil government, and defending the 
Kings dominions,” on this continent. The pe- 
nalties and forfeitures, incurred under this Sta- 
tute, are to be recovered in the ſame manner, 
with thoſe mentioned in the foregoing Acts. 


To this Statute, ſo naturally tending to diſ- 
turb the tranquillity then univerſal throughout 
the Colonies, Parliament, in the ſame ſeſſion, 
added another no leſs extraordinary. 


Ever ſince the making the preſent peace, 
a ſtanding army has been kept in theſe Colonies, 
From reipect for the mother country, the inno- 
vation was not only tolerated, but the provin- 
cial Legiſlatures generally made proviſion for 
ſupplying the troops. 5 


Tux Aſſembly of the province of New-York, 
having paſſed an Act of this kind, but differing 
in ſome articles, from the directions of the Act 
of Parliament made in the f/7» year of this 
reign, the Houle of Repreſentatives in that Co- 
lony was prohibited by a Statute made in the 
ſeſſion laſt mentioned, from making any bill, 
order, reſolution or vote, except tor adjourning 
or chuſing a Speaker, until proviſion ſhould be 
made by the {aid Aſſembly for furniſhing the 
troops within that province, not only with all 
ſuch neceſſaries as were required by the Statute 
which they were charged with diſobeying, but * 
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vith thoſe required by two other /ub/equent Sta- 
tutes, which were declared to be in force until 
the twenty fourth day ot March 1769. 


Tusk Statutes of the year 1767 revived 
the apprehenſions and diſcontents, that had en- 
tirely ſubſided on the repeal of the Stamp-Act; 
and amidit the juſt fears and jealouſies thereby 
occaſioned, a Statute was made in the next year 
(1768) to eſtabliſh Courts of Admiralty and Vice 
Aamiralty on a new model, expreisly for the 
end of more effefually recovering the penalties 
and forfeitures inflicted by Acts of Parliament, 
tramed for the purpoſe of raiſing a revenue in 
America, &c. 


Tux immediate tendency of theſe ſtatutes is, 
to ſubvert the right of having a ſhare in legiſ- 
lation, by rendering, Aſſemblies uſeleſs; the 
right of property, by taking the money of the 
Coloniſts without their conſent; the right of 
trials by jury, by ſubſtituting in their place tri- 
als in Admiralty and Vice-Admiralty Courts, 
where ſingle Judges 3 holding their Com- 
miſſions during pleaſure; and unduely to in- 
fluence the Courts ot common law, by render- 
ing the Judges thereof totally dependent on 
the Crown for their ſalaries. 


Taxse ſtatutes, not to mention many others 
exceedingly exceptionable, compared one with 
another, will be found, not only to form a re- 
gular ſyſtem, in which every part has great force, 
but alſo a pertinacious adherence to that ſyſtem, 
for ſubjugating theſe Colontes, that are _ 

an 
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and from local circumſtances, cannot be repre- 
ſented in the Houſe of Commons, to the uncon- 
troulable and unlimited power of Parliament, 
in violation of their undoubted rights and liber- 
ties, in contempt of their humble and repeated 
{upplications. 


THr1s conduet muſt appear equally aſtoniſhing 
and unjuſtifiable, when it is conſidered how un- 
provoked it has been by any behaviour of theſe 
Colonies, From their firſt ſettlement, their 
bittereſt enemies never fixed on any of them a 
charge of diſloyalty to their Sovereign or dil- 
affection to their Mother-Country, In the 
wars ſhe has carried on, they have exerted them- 
ſelves whenever required, in giving her aſſiſtance; 
and have rendered her ſervices, which ſhe has 
publickly acknowledged to be extremely import- 
ant. Their fidelity, duty and uſefulneſs during 
the laſt war, were frequently and affectionately 


confeſſed by his late Majeſty and the preſent 
King. 


Tux reproaches of thoſe, who are moſt un- 
friendly to the freedom of America, are prin- 
cipally levelled againſt the province of Maſſa- 
chuſetts-Bay; but with what little reaſon, will 
appear by the following declarations of a per- 
fon, the truth of whole evidence, in their fa- 
vour, will not be queſtioned---Governor Ber- 


nard thus addreſſes the two Houſes of Aſſembly 


-in his ipcech on the 24th of April 1762,--- 
The unanimity and diſpatch, with which you 
have complied with the reguiſitions of his Maje/- 
zy, require my particular acknow wo 
An 
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And it gives me additional pleaſure to obſerve, 
that you have therein acted under no other in- 
fluence than a due ſenſe of your duty, both as 
members of a general empire, and as the body 
of a particular province.“ t 


In another ſpeech on the 257th of May, in 
the ſame year, he ſay s,. Whatever ſhall be 
the event of the war, it muſt be no ſmall ſatiſ- 
faction to us, that this province hath contribut= 
ed its full ſhare to the ſupport of it. Every 
thing t at bath been required of it hath been complied 
with; and the execution of the powers com- 
mitted to me, for railing the provincial troops 
hath been as full and complete as the grant of 
them. Never before were regiments fo eaſily 
levied, ſo well compoſed, and fo early in the field 
as they have been this year ; the common people 
leemed to be animated with the fſpiric of the 
general Court, and to vie with them in their rea- 

dineſs to ſerve the King.“ | 


Sven was the conduct of the People of the 
Maſſachuſetts-Bay, during the laſt war. As 
to their behaviour before that period, it ought 
not to have been forgot in Great-Britain, that 
not only on every occaſion they had conſtantly 
and cheartully complied with the frequent royal 
requiſitions---but that chiefly by their vigorous 
efforts, Nova-Scotia was ſubdued in 1710, and 
Louiſbourg in 1745. ET 

Fox IO quarrels being ended, and the do- 
meſtic diſturbances, that quickly ſucceeded on 
account of the ſtamp- act, being quieted by its 

. N repeal, 
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repeal, the Aſſembly of Maſſachuſetts-Bay tranſ- 
mitted an humble addreſs of thanks to the 
King and divers Noblemen, and ſoon after 
paſſed a bill for granting compenſation to the 
ſufferers in the diforder occaſioned by that act. 


Tus circumſtances and the following ex- 
tracts from Governor Bernard's Letters in 1768, 
to the Earl of Shelburne, Secretary of State, 
clearly ſnew, with what grateful tenderneſs 
Mey ſtrove to bury in oblivion the unhappy oc- 


caſion of the late diſcords, and with what re- 


ſpectful deference they endeavoured to eſcape 
other ſubjects of future controverſy.“ The Houle, 
( ſays the Governor) from the time of opening 
the ſeſſion to this day, has ſhewn a diſpoſition 
* to avoid all diſpute with me; every thing 
having paſſed with as much good humour as 
« I could deſire, except only their continuing 
eto act in addreſſing the King, remonſtrating to 
the Secretary of State, and employing a ſepa- 
rate agent. It is the importance of this innova- 
tion, without any wiltulneſs of my own, which 
* induces me to make this remonſtrance at a 
time when I have a fair proſpect of having, 1 
all other buſineſs, nothing but good to ſay of 
the proceedings of the Houlſe,”* 


Tur have acted in all things, even in their 


** remonſtrance with temper and moderation; they 
** have avoided ſome ſubjects of diſpute, and have 
laid a foundation for removing lome cauſes of 
former altercation.” + 


«1 


January 27, 1766. + January 30, 2768. 
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* I ſhall make ſuch a prudent and proper uſe 
Hof this Letter as, I hope, will perfectly reſtore 
the peace and tranquillity of this province, for 
« which purpoſe confiderable ſteps have been made 
& by the Houſe of Repreſentatives.”*, 


Taz vindication of the province of Maſſachu- 
ſetts-Bay contained in theſe Letters will have 
greater force, if it be conſidered, that they were 
written ſeveral months after the freſh alarm 
given to the colonies by the ſtatutes paſſed in the 
preceding year. 


Ix this place it ſeems 7 to take notice of 
the inſinuation in one of theſe ſtatutes, that the 
interference of Parliament was neceſſary to pro- 
vide for“ defraying the charge of the admini- 
tration of juſtice, the ſupport of civil govern- 
* ment, and defending the King's dominions in 
America.“ 


As to the two firſt articles of expence, every 
colony had made ſuch proviſion, as by their re- 
ſpective Aſſemblies, the beſt judges on ſuch 
occaſions, was thought expedient, and ſuitable to 
their ſeveral circumſtances. Reſpecting the laſt, 
it is well known to all men the leaſt acquainted 
with American affairs, thatthe colonies were eſtab- 
liſhed, and have generally - defended themſelves, 
without the leaſt aſſiſtance from Great-Britain ; 
and, that at the time of her taxing them by 
the ſtatutes before mentioned, moſt of them were 
labouring under very heavy debts contracted in 
the laſt war. So far were they from ſparing their 
money, when their Sovereign, conſtitutionally, 
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aſked their aids, that during the courſe of that 
1 war, Parliament repeatediy made them compen- 
fations for the expences of thoſe ſtrenuous efforts. 
which, conſulting their zeal rather than their 


| 93 ſtrength, they had chearfully incurred. 

9 | SeveRE as the Acts of Parliament before- 
| mentioned are, yet the conduct of Adminiſtration 

| | has been equally injurious, and i Irritating 1 to this 


devoted country, 


789 Uvex pretence of governing them, ſo many 
* new inſtitutions, uniformly rigid and dangerous, 
„ have been introduced, as could only be expected 
| from incenſed maſters, for collecting the tribute 
4 or rather the plunder of conquered provinces, 


| h 

| . By an order of the King, the authority of the 
if Commander in chief, and under him of the Bri- 
gadiers general, in time of peace, is rendered ſu- 
L preme in all the civil governments in America; 
„ | and thus an uncontroulable military power 1s 
veſted in officers not known to the conſtitution 
of theſe colonies. 


A LAarct body of troops and a conſiderable 
armament of ſhips of war have been ſent to al- 
fiſt in taking their money without their conſent. 


ll ExpzmsIVE and oppreſſive offices have been 
* munen and the acts of corruption indul- 
triouſly practiſed to divide and deſtroy. 


10 Taz Judges of the Admiralty and Vice Ad- 
5 miralty Courts are impowered to receive their 
| falarics 
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falaries and fees from the effects to be con- 
demned by themſelves. 


Txt Commiſſioners of the cuſtoms are im- 
powered to break open and enter houſes with- 
out the authority of any civil magiſtrate found- 
ed on legal intormation. 


Jupcts of Courts of Common Law have been 
made entirely dependent on the Crown ior their 
commiſſions and ſalaries. 


A couxr has been eſtabliſhed at Rhode- 
Iſland, for the purpole of taking Coloniſts to 
England to be tried. 


HoumBLE and reafonable petitions from the 
Repreſentatives of the people have becn 1. 
quently treated with contempt; and A 
have been repeatedly and arbitrarily dite. 


From ſome few inſtances it will ſuf5c:ontts 
appear, on what pretences of juſiice thole £uly- 
lutions have been founded. 


Tux tranquillity of the colonies having been 
again diſturbed, as has been mentioned, by the 
ſtatutes of the year 1767, the Earl of tliiis- 
borough, Secretary of State, in a letter to Co- 
vernor Bernard, dated April 22, 1768, ceniures 
the << preſumption” of the Houie of Repreienta- 
tives for © reſolving upon a meaſure of to in- 
* flammatory a nature as that of writing to the 
* other colonies, on the ſub;ctt of their intended re- 
“ preſentations againſt ſome late Atis of Poriia- 
« ment,” 
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nent, then declares that, his Majeſty con- 
< {iders this ſtep as evidently tending to create 
« unwarrantable combinations to excite an un- 
© juſtihable oppoſition to the conſtitutional au- 
« thoriry of Parliament.” —and afterwards adds, 

„Alt is the King's pleaſure, that as ſoon as the 
General Court is again aſſembled, at the time 
<* preſcribed by the Charter, you ſhould require 
of the Houſe of Repreſentatives, in his Ma- 
« jeſty's name, to reſcind the reſolution which 
© oave birth to the circular letter from the 
” Speaker, and to declare their diſapprobation 
* of, and diſſent to that raſh and haſty proceed- 


„ing.“ 


<« Ir the new Aſſembly ſhould refuſe to com- 
* ply with his Majeſty's "reakbnabls expectation, 
dit 1s the King's pleaſure, that you ſhould im- 
** mediately diffolve them.” 


Tn1s letter being laid before the Houſe, and 
the reſolution not being reſcinded according to 
the order, the Aſſembly was diſſolved. A let- 
ter of a ſimilar nature was ſent to other Gover- 
nors to procure reſolutions approving the con- 
duct of the Repreſentatives of Maſſachuſetts-Bay, 
to be reſcinded alſo ; and the Houſes of Repre- 
ſentatives in other colonies refuſing to comply, 
Aſſemblies were diſſolved. 


Tarss mandates ſpoke a language, to which 
the ears of Engliſh ſubjects had for ſeveral 
generations been ſtrangers. The nature of 
_ aſſemblies implies a power and right of delibe- 
ration; 


13 


ration; but theſe commands, proſcribing 
the exercile of judgment on the propriety of 
the requiſitions made, lett to the Aſſemblies 
only the election between dictated ſubmiſſion 
and threatened puniſhment: A puniſhment 
too, founded on no other act, than ſuch as is 
deemed innocent even in flaves---of agreeing in 
petitions for redreſs of grievances, that equally 
affect all. 


Tur hoſtile and unjuſtifiable invaſion of the 
town of Boſton ſoon followed theſe events in 
the ſame year; though that town, the province 
in which it is fituated, and all the colonies, from 
abhorrence of a conteſt with their parent ſtate, 
permitted the execution even of thoſe ſtatutes, 
againſt which they ſo unanimouſly were com- 
plaining, remonſtrating and ſupplicating. 


ADMIiN1STRATION, determined to ſubdue a 
ſpirit of freedom, which Engliſh Miniſters ſhould 
have refoiced to Cheriſh, entered into a monopo- 
liſing combination with the Eaft-India company, 
to ſend to this continent vaſt quantitics ot Tea, 
an article on which a duty was laid by a ſtatute, 
that, in a particular manner, attacked the liber- 
ties of America, and which therefore the inhabi- 
tants of theſe Colonies had reſolved not to im- 
port. The cargo ſent to South-Carolina was 
ſtored, and not allowed to be told. Thoſe ſent 
to Philadelphia and New-York were not per- 
mirted to be landed. That ſent to Boſton was 
deſtroyed, becauſe Governor Hutchinſon would 
not ſuffer it to be returned. 
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On the intelligence of | theſe tranſactions 
arriving in Great-Britain, the public {pirited 
town laſt mentioned was ſingled out tor de- 
ſtruction, and it was determined, the province 
it belongs to ſhould partake of its fare. In 
the laſt ſeſſion of parliament therefore were 
paſſed the acts for ſhutting up the port of 
Boſton, indemanifying the murderers of the 
inhabitants of Maſſachuſetts-Bay, and chang- 
ing their chartered conſtitution of govern- 
meat. To inforce theſe acts, that province is 
again invaded by a fleet and army. 


To mention theſe outrageous proceedings, 
15 ſuſlicient to explain them. For tho? it is 
pretended, that the province of Maſſachuſetts- 
Bay has been particularly diſreſpecttu] to 
Great-Britain, yet in truth the behaviour of 
the people. in other colonies, has been an e- 
qual“ oppoſition to the power aſſumed by 
« parliament.“ No ſtep however has been 
taken againſt any of the reſt. This artful 
conduct conceals ſeveral deſigns. It is ex- 
pected that the province of Maſſachuſetts-Bay 
will be irritated into ſome violent action, that 
may diſpleaſe the reſt ot the continent, or 
that may induce the people of Great Bri- 
tain to approve the meditated vengeance of 
an imprudent and exaſperated miniſtry. If 
the unexampled pacific temper of that pro- 
vince ſhall diſappoint this part of the plan, 
it is hoped the other colonies will be ſo far 
intimidated as to deſert their brethren, ſut- 
fering 
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fering in a common cauſe, and that thus diſu- 
nited all may be ſubdued. 


To promote theſe deſigns- another meaſure 
has been puriued. In the ſeſſion of parlia- 
ment laſt mentioned, an act was paſſed, for 
changing the government of Quebec, by 
which act the Roman Catholic religion, in— 
ſtead of being tolerated, as ſtipulated by the 
treaty of peace, 1s eftabliſhed ; and the peo- 
ple there are deprived of the right to an aſlem- 
bly, trials by jury and the Engliſh laws in 
civil caſes are aboliſhed, and inſtead thereof, 
the French laws are eſtabliſhed, in direct viol- 
ation of his Majeſty's promiſe by his royal pro- 
clamation, under the faith of which many 
Engliſh ſubjccts ſettled in that province: and 
the limits of that province are extended fo as 
to comprehend thoſe vaſt regions, that lie 
adjoining to the northerly and weſterly bound- 
aries of theſe colonies. 


Tux authors of this arbitrary arrangement 
flatter themſelves, that the inhabitants, de- 
prived of liberty, and artfully provoked a- 
gainſt thoſe of another religion, will be pro- 
per inſtruments for aſſiſting in the oppreſſion 
of ſuch, as differ from them ia modes of go- 
vernment and faith, 


From the detail of facts herein before re- 
cited, as well as from authentic 1atelligence 
received, tt is clear beyoad a doubt, that a 
reſolution 3s\ formed and is now carrying 
into execution, to extinguiſh the freedom ot 
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theſe colonies, by ſubjecting them to a def- 


potic government. 


AT this unhappy period, we have been au- 
thorized and directed to meet and conſult to- 
gether for the welfare of our common. coun- 
try. We accepted the important truſt with 
Gillidence, but have endeavoured to diſcharge 
it with integrity. Though the {late of theſe 

colonies would certainly juſl ly other meaſures 
than we have advied, yet 'weighty reaſons 
determined us to prefer thoſe which we have 
adopted. In the frſt place, it appeared to us 
a conduct becoming the character, theſe colo- 
nies have ever ſullained, to perform, even in 
the midſt of the unnatural! diſtreſſes and im- 
minent dangers that ſurround them, every act 
of loyalty ; and therefore, we were induced 
to offer once more to his Majeſty the pett- 
tions of his faithful and o. ppretled ſubjects in 
America. Secondly, regarding with the ten- 
der affection, which we knew to be ſo uni- 
verſal among our countrymen, the people of 
the kingdom, from which we derive our ori— 
gin, we could not forbear to regulate our 
ſteps by an expectation of receiving full con- 
viction, that the coloniſts are equally dear to 
them. Between theſe provinces and that bo- 
dy ſubſiſts the ſocial band, which we ardent- 
ly wiſh may never be diſtoly ed, and which can- 
not be diſſlolved, until their minds ſhall be- 
come in diſput. ably hoſftle, or their inattention 
Hall permit thoſe who are thus hoſtile to per- 
litt in proſecuting with the powers of the 
realm the deſtructive meaſures already ope- 
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rating againſt the coloniſts; and in either caſe, 
Mall reduce the latter to {ſuch a fituation, 
that they ſhall be compelled to renounce eve— 
ry regard, but that of ſelf- preſervation. Not- 
withitanding the vehemence with which af- 
fairs have been impelled, they have not yet 
reached that fatal point, We do not incline 
to accelerate their motion, already alarmingly 
rapid; we have choſen a method of oppoſi- 
tion, chat docs not preciude a heariy recon- 
ciliation with our galer ee on the other 
ſide of the Atlantic. We deeply deplore the 
urgent neceſſity that preites us to an imme- 
diate interruption of commerce, that may 
prove injurious to them. We truſt they will 
acquit us of any unkind intentions towards 
them, by refiecting, that we ſubject ourſelves 
to ſimilar inconveniencies; that we are driven 
by the hands of violence into unexperienced 
and unexpected public convulſions, and that 
we are contending for freedom, ſo often con- 
tended for by our anceſtors. 


Tux people of England will ſoon have an 
opportunity of declaring their ſentiments con- 
cerning our cauſe, In their piety, generoſi- 
ty, and good ſenſe, we repoſe high confi- 
dence; and cannot, upon a review of paſt 
events, be perſuaded, that hey, the defenders 
of true religion, and the aſſertors of the rights 
of mankind, will take part againſt their af- 
fectionate proteitant brethren in the colonies, 
in favour of our open and their own ſecret ene- 
mies, wave intrigues, tor ſeveral years paſt, 
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have been wholly exerciſed in ſapping the 
foundations of civil and religious liberty, 


ANnoTHER reaſon, that engaged us to prefer 
the commercial mode of oppolition, aroſe 
from an aſſurance, that this mode will prove 
efficacious, if it be perſiſted in with fidelity 
and virtue; and that your conduct will be 
influenced by theſe laudable principles, can- 
not be queſtioned. Your own falyation, and 
that of your poſterity, now depends upon 
yourſelves, You have already ſhewn that you 
entertain a proper ſenſe of the bleſſings you 
are ſtriving to retain, Againſt the temporary 
inconveniencies you may ſuffer from a ſtop- 
page of trade, you will weigh in the oppo- 
ſite balance, the endleſs miſeries you and your 
deſcendants muſt endure from an eſtabliſhed 
arbitrary power. You will not forget the ho- 
nour of your country, that muſt from your 
behaviour take its title in the eſtimation of 
the world, to glory, or to ſhame; and you 
will, with the deepeſt attention, reflect, that 
if the peaceable mode of oppoſition recom- 
mended by us be broken and rendered inef- 
fectual, as your cruel and haughty minifterial 
enemies, from a contemptuous opinion of your 
firmneſs, inſolently predict will be the cale, 
you muſt inevitably be reduced to chuſe, ei- 
ther a more dangerous conteſt, or a final, 
ruinous, and infamous ſubmiſſion. 


MoTrves thus cogent, ariſing from the 
emergency of your unhappy condition, muſt 
excite your utmoſt diligence and zeal, to give 
all poſſible ſtrength and energy to the pacific 

meaſures 
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meaſures calculated for your relief: But we 
think ourſelves bound in duty to obſerve to 
you, that the ſchemes agitated againſt theſe 
colonies have been ſo conducted, as to ren- 
der it prudent, that you ſhould extend your 
views to mournful events, and be in all 
reſpects prepared for every contingency. 
Above all things we earneſtly intreat you, 
with devotion of ſpirit, penitence of heart, 
and amendment of life, to humble yourſelves, 
and implore the favour of Almighty Gop : 
and we fervently beleech his divine goodnels, 
to take you into his gracious protection. 


Reſolved, Tnar an addreſs be prepared to 
the people of Quebec, and letters to the colo- 
nies of St. Johns, Nova Scotia, Georgia, Eaſt 
and Weſt Florida, who have not Deputies to 
repreſent them in this Congreſs.— 


Ordered, Taar Mr. Cuſhing, Mr. Lee, and 
Mr. Dickinlon be a Committee to prepare the 
above addreſs And letters. 


Tre addrels to the King being brought in, 
was read and after debate 

Ordered, Tmar the ſame be re-committed, 
and that Mr. J. Dickinſon be added to the 
Committee. | 

Uron motion 

Reſolved, Thar the ſeizing or attempting to 
ſeize any perſon in America, in order to tranſ- 
port ſuch perſon beyond the fea for trial of of- 
tences, committed within the body of a county 
in America, being againſt law, will juſtify, and 
ought to meet with reſiſtance and reprital. 

x SATURDAY, 
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SATURDAY, OZober 22, 1774. 


Taz honorable Peyton Randolph, Eſq; being 
unable to attend, on account of indiſpoſition, 
the honorable Henry Middleton, Eiq; was 
choſen to ſupply his place as Prelident. 


An Addreſs from Chriſtopher Tully was read, 
and ordered to he on the table, 


Ordered, Tuna the Journal of the Proceed- 
ings of the Congrels as corrected, be ſent to 
the Preſs, and printed under the direction of 
Mr. Biddle, Mr. Dickinſon and the Secretary. 


Reſolved, As the opinion of this Congreſs, 
that it will be neceſſary that another Congreſs 
ſhould be held on the tenth day of May next, 
unleſs the redreſs of grievances, which we have 
defired, be obtained before that time.—And we 
recommend, that the ſame be held at the City 
of Philadelphia, and that all the Colonies in 
North-America chuſe Deputies, as ſoon as poſ- 
ſible, to attend ſuch Congrels. 91 


Tux Committee appointed to prepare a let- 
ter to the colonies of St. John's, &c. reported a 
draught, which was read, and being amended, 
the ſame was approved and is as follows. 


Philadelphia, October 22, 1774. 


GENTLEMEN, 


« THE preſent critical and truly alarming 
fate of American affairs, having been conſidered in 
| a (general 
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4 General Congreſs of Deputies from the Colonies 
of New-Hampſhire, Maſſachuſetts Bay, Rhode- 
Hand and Providence Plantations, Connedticut, 
New York, New-Ferſey, Pennſylvania, News- 
Caſtle Kent and Suſſex on Delaware, Maryland, 
Virginia, North-Carolina, and South-Carolina, 
with that atiention and mature deliberation, which 
the important nature of the caſe demands, they 
have determined, for themſelves and the Colonies 
they repreſent, on the meaſures contained in the en- 
cloſed papers; which meaſures they recommend to 
your colony to be adopted with all the earneſtneſs, 
that a well direfied zeal for American Liberty can 
prompt. 


So rapidly viclent and unjuſt has been the late 
cenduct of the Britiſh adminiſtration againſt the 
Colonies, that either a baſe and flaviſh ſubmiſſion, 
under the loſs of their ancient, juſt and conſtitution- 


al liberty, muſt quickly take place, or an adequate 
oppoſition be formed, 


We pray Ged to take you under his protefion, 
and to prejerve' the freedom and happineſs of the 
whole Britiſh empire, 


By Order of the Congreſs. 


HENRY MIDDLETON, Prefident. 


MonDay, Odlober 24, 1774. 


Tux addrefs to the people of Quebec being 
brought in, was read and after ſome debate was 
re-committed, 


THE 
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Tur Committee, to whom the addreſs to the 
King was re- committed, reported a draught, 
which was read, and ordered to be taken into 
conſideration to-morrow. 


Tuksp av, Ofober 25, 1774. 


Tur Congreſs reſumed the conſideration of 
the addreſs to his Majeſty, and the fame being 
debated by paragraphs, was, after ſome amend- 
ments, approved and ordered to be engroſſed. 


Reſolved, Tamar the addreſs to the King be 
encloſed in a letter to the ſeveral colony Agents, 
in order that the ſame may be by them preſent- 
ed to his Majeſty; and that the Agents be re- 
queſted to call in the aid of ſuch Noblemen and 
Gentlemen as are eſteemed firm friends to Ame- 
rican liberty, 


Ordered, Tar Mr. Lee and Mr. Jay pre- 
pare aletter to the Agents, 


Reſolved, Tha this Congreſs in their own. 
names and in behalf of all thoſe, whom they re- 
preſent, do preſent their moſt grateful acknow 
ledgments to thoſe truly noble, honourable and 
patriotic advocates of civil and religious liberty, 
who have ſo generouſly and powertully, though 
unſucceſsfully eſpoRiſed and defended the cauſe 
of America, both in and out of Parliament. 


Wrburspav, OZFober 26, 1774. 


Tur letter to the Agents being brought in by 
the Committee, was read and approved, as fol- 


lows— Philadelphia, 
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Philadelphia, October 26, 1774. 
GENTLEMEN, 


WE give you the ſtrongeſt proof of our reli- 
ence on your zeal and attachment to the happineſs of 
America and the cauſe of liberty, when wwe commit 
the encloſed paper to your care, 


We defire you will deliver the petition into the 
hands of his Majefty, and after it has been preſent- 
ed, we wiſh it may be made public through the 
preſs, together with the liſt of grievances. And as 
we hope for great aſſiſtance from the ſpirit, virtue 
and juſtice of the nation, it is our carne deſire, 
that the moſt eſfectual care be taken, as early as 
poſſible, to furniſh the trading cities and manufac- 
turing towns, throughout the united kingdom; 
with our memorial to the people of Great- Britain. 


We doubt not, but your good ſenſe and diſcern- 
ment will lead you to avail yourſe ves of every offiſ- 
tance that may be derived from the advice and 
friendſhip of all great and good men, who may in- 
cline to aid the cauſe of liberty and mankind. 


The gratitude of America expreſſed in the en- 
_ cloſed vote of thanks we deſire may be conveyed to 
the deſerving objects of it, in the manner, that you 
think will be moſt acceptable to them, 


Tt is propoſed that another Congreſs be held on 
the 10th of May next at this place, but in the mean 
time we beg the favour of you, Gentlemen, to 
tranſmit to the Speakers of the ſeveral Aſſemblies the 
earlieſt information of the moſt authentic accounts, 


you 
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you can. collect, of all ſuch conduct and deſigns of 
Miniſtry or Parliament, as it may concern America 


to know. 
lie are with unfeigned eteem and regard, 
Gentlemen, c. 


By order anti in behalf of the Congreſs, 
HENRY MIDDLET ON, Preſident, 


To Paul Wentworth, Eſa; 
Doctr. Benj. Franklin, 
William Bollen, Eſq; 

Doctr. Arthur Lee, 
Thomas Life, Eſq; 
Edmund Burke, Efq; 

Charles Garth, Lag 


2 
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Tas committee, to whom the addreſs to the 
inhabitants of Quebec was recommitted; te- 
ported a draught, which was tead and being 
debated by nv 5 and e was ap- 
proved and 1 is as follows: ; . | 


| 26 | NHABITANTS FO Province 


ef QUEBEC. 
Friends and Fellow-Subjefs, 


WF, the DELFGATES of the Colo: 


nies of New-Hampſhire, Maſſachuſetts-Bay, 
Rhode-Ifland and Providence Plantations, Con- 
necticut, New-York, New- Jerſey, Pennſylvania, 
J he Counties of N ewcaſtle Kent and Suſſex on 
Delaware, Maryland, Virginia, N kay POT 
an 
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and South- Carolina, deputed by the inhabitants 
of the ſaid Colonies, to repreſent them in a Ge- 
neral Congreſs at Philadelphia, in the province 
of Pennſylvania, to conſult together concerning 
th beſt methods to obtain redreſs of our afflict- 
ing grievances, having accordingly aſſembled, 
and taken into our moſt ſerious conſideration the 
ſtate of public affairs on this continent, have 
thought proper to addreſs your province, as a 
member therein deeply intereſted. 


Wren the fortune of war, after a gallant and 
glorious reſiſtance,” had incorporated you with 
the body of Engliſh ſubjects, we rejoiced in the 
truly valuable addition, both on our own and 
your account; expecting, as courage and gensro- 
ſity are naturally united, our brave enemies would 
become our hearty friends, and that the Divine 
Being would bleſs to you the diſpenſations of his 
over-ruling providence, by ſecuring to you and 
your lateſt poſterity the ineſtimable advantages 
of a free Engliſh conſtitution of government, 
which it is the privilege of all Engliſh ſubjects 
to enjoy. 


Tarst hopes were confirmed by the King's 
proclamation, iſſued in the year 1763, plighting 
the public faith for your full enjoy ment of thoſe 
advantages. 


LitTLE did we imagine that any ſucceeding 
Miniſters would ſo audaciouſly and cruelly abuſe 
the royal authori:y, as to with-hold from you 
the fruition of the irrevocable rights, to which 
you were thus jaſtly entitled. | 

F.23 Bur 


[ 120 ] 


Bur fince we have lived to ſee the unexpected 
time, when Miniſters of this flagitious temper 
have dared to violate the moſt: ſacred compacts 
and obligations, and as you, educated under 
another form of government, have artfully been 
kept from diſcovering the unſpeakable worth of 
that form. you are now undoubtedly entitled to, 
we eſteem it our duty, for the weighty reaſons 
herein after mentioned, to explain to you ſome 
of its moſt important branches, 


* In every human ſociety,” ſays the cele- 
brated Marquis Beccaria, there is an effort, 
continually tending to confer on one part the 
heighth of power and happineſs, and to reduce 
the other to the extreme of weakneſs and miſery. 
The intent of good laws is to oppoſe this effort, and 
to diffuſe their influence uni ver ſally and equally.” 


Rol ERS, ſtimulated by this pernicious “ et- 
fort,” and ſubjects, animated by the juſt “ intent 
of oppoſing good laws againſt it,“ have occa- 
ſioned that vaſt variety of events, that fill the hi- 
ſtories of ſo many nations. All theſe hiſtories de- 
monſtrate the truth of this ſimple poſition, that 
to live by the will of one man, or ſet of men, 
is the production of miſery to all men. 


Ox the ſolid foundation of this principle, En- 
gliſhmen reared up the fabrick of their conſtitu- 
tion with ſuch a ſtrength, as for ages to defy 


time, tyranny, treachery, internal and foreign 
wars: And, as an illuſtrious author * of your 
nation, hereafter mentioned, obſerves,---** They 


gave 


* Monteſquieu, 


Lai 

gave the people of their Colonies the form of 

their own government, and this government car- 

rying proſperity along with it, they have grown 

great nations in the foreſts they were ſent to in- 
habit.“ 


Is this form, the firſt grand right is that of 
the people having a ſhare in their own govern- 
ment by their repreſentatives choſen by them- 
ſelves, and, in conſequence, of being ruled by /atos, 
which they themſelves approve, not by edis of 
men over whom they have no controul. This 
is a bulwark ſurrounding and defending their 
property, which by their honeſt cares and labours 
they have acquired, ſo that no portions of it can 
legally be taken from them, but with their own 
full and free conſent, when they in their judg- 
ment deem it juſt and neceſſary to give them for 
public ſervices, and preciſely direct the eaſieſt, 


cheapeſt, and moſt equal methods, in which 
they ſhall be collected. 


Tux influence of this right extends ſtill farther. 
If money is wanted by Rulers who have in any 
manner oppreſſed the people, they may retain it, 
until their grievances are redreſſed; and thus 
peaceably procure relief, without truſting to de- 
ſpiſed petitions, or diſturbing the public tran- 


i quillity. 


Tux next great right is that of trial by jury. 
This provides, that neither life, liberty nor pro- 
perty can be taken from the poſſeſſor, until 
twelve of his unexceptionable countrymen and 
peers, of his vicinage, who from that neighbour- 

hood 
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hood may reaſonably be ſuppoſed to be acquaint- 
ed with his character, and the characters of the 
witneſſes, upon a fair trial, and full enquiry. face 
to face, in open Court, before as many of the 
people as chuſe to attend, ſhall paſs th. ir ſen- 
tence upon oath againſt him; a ſentence that 
cannot injure him, without injuring their own. 
reputation, and probably their intereſt alſo; as the 
queſtion may turn on points, that, in ſome de- 
gree, concern the general welfare; and if it does 
not, thei verdict may form a precedent, that, on 


a ſimilar trial of their own, may militate againſt 
themſelves. 


Kann right relates merely to the liberty 
of the perſon. If a ſubject is ſeized and impri- 
ſoned, tho' by order of Government, he may, 
by virtue of this right, immediately obtain a 
writ, termed a Habeas Corpus, from a Judge, 
whoſe ſworn duty it is to grant it, and thereupon 
procure any illegal reſtraint to be quickly enquired 
into and redreſſed. 


A FouRTH right is that of Kolding lands by 
the tenure of eaſy rents, and not by rigorous and 
oppreſſive ſcrvices, frequently forcing the poſ- 
ſeſſors from their families and their buſineſs, to 
perform what ought to be done, ir. all well regu- 
lated ſtates, by men hired for the purpoſe, 


Tur laſt right, we ſhall mention, regards the 
ireedom of the preſs. - The importance of this 
conſiſts, beſides the advancement of truth, ſcience, 
morality, and arts in general, in its diffuſion of 
beral ſentiments on the adminiſtration of Go- 

| VErniTent, 
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vernment, its ready communication of thoughts 
between ſubjects, and its conſequential promotion 
of union among them, whereby oppreſſive offi- 
cers. are ſhamed or intimidated into more ho- 
nourable and juſt modes of conducting affairs. 


Tusk are the invaluable rights, that form a 
conſiderable part of our mild ſyſtem of govern- 
ment; that, fending its equitable energy through 
all ranks and claſſes of men, defends the poor 
from the rich, the weak from the powerful, the 
induſtrious from the rapacious, the peaceable 
from the violent, the tenants from the lords, 
and all from thew ſuperiors. 


Turst are the rights, without which a peo- 
ple cannot be free and happy, and under the 
protecting and encouraging influence of which, 
theſe Colonies have hitherto fo amazingly flou- 
nſhed and increaſed.” ' Theſe are the rights, 2 
profligate Miniſtry are now ſtriving, by force of 
arms, to raviſh from us, and which we are, with 
one mind, reſolved never to reſign but with our 
lives. [PIER OE MF, een e ny 


 Tarseare the rights, you are entitled to and 
ought at this moment in perfection to exerciſe. 
And what is offered to you by the late Act of 
Parliament in their place? Liberty of conſcience 
in your religion? No. God gave it to you; 
and the temporal powers with which you have 
been and afe connected, firmly ſtipulated for 
your enjoyment of it. If laws, divine and hu- 
man, could ſecure it againſt the deſpotic caprices 
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of wicked men, it was ſecured before. Are the 
French laws in civil caſes reſtored ? It ſeems ſo. 
But obſerve the cautious kindneſs of the Mini- 
ſters, who pretend to be your benefaftors. The 
words of the ſtatute are---that thoſe ** laws ſhall 
be the rule, until they ſhall be varied or altered 
by any ordinances of the Governor and Counci].** 
Is the certainty and lenity of the criminal law 
of England, and its benefits and advantages,” 

commended in the ſaid ſtatute, and ſaid. to 
have been ſenſibly felt by you,“ ſecured to 
you and your deſcendants? No. They too are 
ſubjected to arbitrary . alterations” by the Go- 
vernor and Council; and a power is expreſly 
reſerved of appointing “ ſuch Courts of crimi- 
nal, civil and ecclefiaſtical juriſdiction, as ſhall be 
thought proper.“ Such is the precarious tenure 
of mere will, by which you hold your lives and 
religion. The Crown and its Miniſters are im- 
powered, as far as they could be by Parliament, 
to eſtabliſh even the Ingui/ition itſelf among you. 
Have you an Aſſembly compoſed of worthy 
men, elected by yourſelves, and in whom you 
can confide, to make laws for you, to watch 
over your welfare, andi to direct in what quan- 
tity, and in what manner, your money ſhall be 
taken from you? No. The power of making 
laws for you is lodged in the Governor and 
Council, all of them dependant upon, and re- 
movable at the pleaſure of a Miniſter. Beſides, 
another late ſtatute, made without your conſent, 
has ſubjected you to the impoſitions of Exciſe, 
the horror of all free ſtates; thus wreſting your 
property from you by the moſt odious of taxes, 
and laying open to inſolent tax- gatherers, houſes, 

the 
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the ſcenes of domeſtic peace and comfort, and 
called the caſtles of Engliſh ſubjects in the book's 
of their law. And in the very act for altering 
your government, and intended to flatter you, 
you are not authoriſed to“ aſſeſs, levy or apply 
any rates and taxes, but for the inferior purpoſes 
of making roads, and erecting and repairing pub- 
lic buildings, or for other local conveniences, within 
your reſpective towns and diſtricts. Why this 
degrading; diſtinction? Ought not the property 
honeſtly acquired by Canadians to be held as ſa- 
cred as that of Engliſhmen ? Haye not Cana- 
dians ſenſe enough to attend to any other public 
affairs, than gathering ſtones from one place and 
piling them up in another ? Unhappy people ! 
who are not only injured, but infulted. Nay 
more l With ſuch a ſuperlative contempt of 
your underſtanding and ſpirit has an inſolent Mi- 
niſtry preſumed to think of you, our reſpectable 
fellow · ſubjects, according to the information we 
have received, as firmly to perſwade themſelves 
that your gratitude, for the injuries and inſults 
they have recently offered to you, will engage 
you'to take up arms, and render yourſelves the 
ridicule and deteſtation of the world, by becom- 
ing tools, in their hands, to aſſiſt them in taking 
that freedom from s, which they have treache- 
rouſly denied to you ; the unavoidable conſe- 
quence of which attempt, if ſucceſsful; would 
be the extinction of all hopes of you or your 
poſterity being ever reſtored to freedom : For 
1deocy itſelf cannot believe, that, when their 
drudgery is performed, they will treat you with” 
leſs cruelty than they have us, who are of the 
ſame blood with themſelves, | 

| Q- WrHaT 
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Wnuar would your countryman, the immor- 
tal Monteſquieu, have ſaid to ſuch a plan of do- 
mination, as has been framed for you? Hear his 
words, with an intenſeneſs of thought ſuited to 
the importance of the ſubject. In a free ſtate, 
every man, who is ſuppoſed a free agent, ought 
to be concerned in bis en goverument: Therefore 
the /egiflative ſhould refide in the whole body of 
the people, or their repreſentatives.**----** The 
political liberty of the ſubject is @ trangui lity of 
mind, ariſing from the opinion each perſon has of 
his ſafety. In order to have this liberty, it is re- 
quiſite the government be ſo conſtituted, as that 
one man need not be afraid of another. When 
the power of making laws, and the power of ex- 
ecuting them, are united in the ſame perſon, or 
in the ſame body of Magiſtrates, there can be no 
liberty; becauſe apprehenſions may ariſe, leſt the 
ſame Monarch or Senate ſhould ena#? tyrannical 
laws, to execu/e them in a tyrannical manner.“ 


© Taz power of ;adging ſhould be exerciſed 
by perſons taken from the body of the people, at 
certain times of the year, and purſuant to a form 
and manner preſcribed by law. There is no li. 
berty, if the power of judging be not ſeparated 
from the /egi//ative and executive powers.“ 


* Miliraxv men belong to a profeſſion, 
which may be uſeful, but is often dangerous. 
The enjoyment of liberty, and even its ſup- 

t and preſervation, conſiſts in every man's 
being allowed to ſpeak his thoughts, and lay 
open his ſentiments. 


APPLY 
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AypLy thefe deciſive maxims, ſanctified by 
the authority of a n-me which all Europe re- 
veres, to your own fate. You have a Gover- 
nor, it may be urged, veſted with the executive 
powers, or the powers of adminiſtration. In 
him, and in your Council, is lodged the power 
of making laws. You have Judges, who are to 
decide every cauſe affecting your lives, liberty or 
property. Here is, indeed, an appearance of the 
ſeveral powers being; ſeparated and diſtributed into 
different hands, for checks one upon another, the 
only effectual mode ever invented by the wit of 
men, to promote their freedom and proſperity. 
But ſcorning to be illuded by a tinfel'd outſide, and 
exerting the natural ſagacity of Frenchmen, ex- 
amine the ſpecious device, and you will find it, 
to uſe an expreſſion of holy writ, © a n d 


ſepulchre,“ for burying your lives, liberty and 
property, | | 


Your Judges, and your Legiſſative Council, 
as it is called, are dependant on your Governor, 
and be is dependant on the ſervant of the Crown 
in Great- Britain. The legiſlative, executive and 
judging powers are all moved by the nads of a 
Miniſter. Privileges and immunities laſt no 
longer than his ſmiles. When he frowns, their 
feeble forms diſſolve. Such a treacherous inge- 
nuity has been exerted in drawing up the code 
lately offered you, that every ſentence, beginning 
with a benevolent pretenſion, concludes with a 
deſtructive power; and the ſubſtance of the 
whole, divelted of its ſmooth words, 1s---that 
the Crown and its Miniſters ſhall be as abſoluce 
throughout your extended province, as the de- 


3 ſpots 
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ſpots of Aſia or Africa. What can protect your 
property from taxing edicts, and the rapacity of 


neceſſitous and cruel maſters? your perſons from 


Letters de Cachet, goals, dungeons, and oppreſ- 
ſive ſervices? your lives and general liberty from 
arbitrary and unfeeling rulers? We defy you, 
caſting your view upon every ſide, to diſcover a 


ſingle circumſtance, . promiſing from any quarter 


the fainteſt hope of liberty to you or your poſte- 


„. 


Wuar advice would the truly great man be- 
fore mentioned, that advocate of freedom and 
humanity, give you, was he now living, and 
knew that we, your numerous and powerful 
neighbours, animated by a juſt love of our an- 
vaded rights, and united by the indiſſoluble bands 
of affection and intereſt, called upon you, by 
every obligation of regard for yourſelves and 
your children, as we now do, to join us in our 
righteous conteſt, to make common cauſe with 
us therein, and take a noble chance for emerging 
from a humiliating ſubjection under Governors, 
Intendants, and Military Tyrants, into the firm 
rank and condition of Engliſh freemen, whoſe 
cuſtom it is, derived from their, anceſtors, to 
make thoſe tremble, who dare to think of 
making them miſerable? —  _. 


Wourp not this be the purport of his addreſs ? 
„ Seize the opportunity preſented to you by Pro- 
vidence itſelt. You have been conquered into 
liberty, if you act as you ought. | This work is 


not of man. You arc a ſmall people, compared 


to 
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to thoſe who. with open arms invite you into a 
fellowſhip. A moment's reflection ſhould con- 
vince you which will be moſt for your intereſt 
and happingſs, to have all the reſt of North- 
America your unalterable friends, or your inve- 
terate enemies. The injuries of Boſton have 
rouſed and affociated every colony, from Nova- 
Scotia to Georgia. Your province is the only link 
wanting to compleat the bright and ſtrong chain 
of union. Nature has joined your country to 
theirs. Do you join your political intereſts. For 
their own ſakes, they never will deſert or betray 
you. Be aſſured, that the happineſs of a people 
inevitably depends on their liberty, and their ſpi- 
rit to aſſert it. The value and extent of the ad- 
vantages tendered to you are immenſe. Heaven 
grant you may not diſcover them to be bleſſings 
after they have bid you an eternal adieu.“ 


Wu are too well acquainted with the liberality 
of ſentiment diſtinguiſhing your nation, to ima- 
gine, that difference of religion will prejudice 
you againſt a hearty amity with us. You know, 
that the tranſcendant nature of freedom elevates 
thoſe, who unke in her cauſe, above all ſuch low 
minded infirmities. The Swiſs Cantons furniſh 
a memorable proof of this truth. Their union 
is compoled of Roman Catholic and Proteſtant 
States, living in the utmoſt concord and peace 
with one another, and thereby enabled, ever 
ſince they bravely vindicated their freedom, to 
defy and defeat every tyrant that has invaded 
them. 


** 
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snovl p there be any among you, as there 
generally are in all ſocieties, who prefer the fa- 


, 


vours of Miniſters, and their own private inte- 
refts, to the welfare of their country the tempet 
of ſich ſelfiſh perſons will render them incredibly 
active in oppoſing all . mealures, 
from an expectation of being well rewarded for 
their fordid induftry, by their ſuperiors; but we 
doubt not you will be upon your guard againſt 
ſuch men, and not ſacrifice the liberty and hap- 
pineſs of the whole Canadian people and their 
poſterity, to gratify the avarice and ambition of 
individuals. | | | 


Wr do not aſk you, by this addreſs, to com- 
mence acts of hoſtility againſt the government 
of our common Sovereign. We only invite you 
to conſult your own glory and welfare, and not 
to ſuffer yourſelves to be inveigled or intimidated 
by infamous Miniſters ſo far, as to become the 
inſtruments of their cruelty and defpotiſm, but 
to unite with us in one ſocial compact, formed on 
the generous principles of equal liberty, and ce- 
mented by ſuch an exchange of beneficial and 
endearing offices as to render it perpetual. In 
order to complete this highly deſirable union, we 
ſubmit it to your conſideration, whether it may 
not be expedient for you to meet together in 
your ſeveral towns and diſtricts, and elect De- 
puties, who afterwards meeting in a provincial 
Congreſs, may chuſe Delegates, to repreſent 
your province in the continental Congrels to be 
held at Philadelphia on the tenth day of May, 
1775. 


In 
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Ix this preſent Congreſs, beginning on the 
fifth of the laſt month, and continued to this 
day, it has been, with univerſal pleaſure and an 
unanimous vote, reſolved, That we ſhould con- 
ſider the violation of your rights, by the act for 
altering the government of your province, as a 
violation of our own, and that you ſhould be 
invited to accede to our confederation, which 
has no other objects than the perfect ſecurity of 
the natural and civil rights of all the conſtituent 
members, according to their reſpective circum- 
ſtances, and the preſervation of a happy and 
laſting connection with Great-Britain, on the ſa- 
lutary and conſtitutional principles herein before 
mentioned. For effecting theſe purpoſes, we 
have addreſſed an humble and loyal petition to 
his Majeſty, praying relief of eur and your 
grievances ; and have affociated to ſtop all im- 

rtations from Great-Britain and Ireland, after 
the firſt day of December, and all exportations 
to thoſe Kingdoms and the Weſt-Indies, after 
the tenth day of next September, unleſs s the {aid 
grievances are redreſſed. 


Tuar Almighty God may incline your minds 
to approve our equitable and neceſſary meaſures, 
to add yourſclves to us, to put your fate, when. 
ever you ſuffer injuries which you are determin- 
ed to oppoſe, not on the ſmall influence of your 
| ſingle province, but on the conſolidated powers 
of North-America, and may grant to our joint 
exertions an event as happy as our cauſe is juſt, 
is the fervent prayer of us, your fincere and af- 
fectionate friends and fellow - ſubjects. 

By order of the Congreſs, 
Henry MippLeToN, Preſident. 
Keſjolvd, 
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Reſolved, Tur the Addreſs of the Congreſs 
to the people of Quebec be ſigned by the Pre- 
ſident, and that the Delegates of the province 
of Pennſylvania ſuperintend the / cranflating>» 
printing, publiſhing and diſperſing it: And it 
is recommended by the Congreſs to the Dele- 
gates of New-Hampſhire, Maſſachuſetts-Bay 
and New-York, to aſſiſt in and forward the dil- 
perſion of the ſaid Addreſs. 


Two copies of the Addreſs to the King be- 
ing engroſſed and compared were ſigned at the 
table by all the members. 


Reſolved, Tamar the thanks of this ' Congreſs 
be given to the honourable Houſe of Repre- 
ſentatives of the colony of Penn(ylvania, for 
their politeneſs to this Congreſs z; and that the 
Delegates for ths colony be a committee to 
communicate this reſolution to the ſaid honoura- 


ble Houſe. of © 
A true Copy, 


CuARLES Tuousox, Secretary: 
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EPRESENTATIONS ſhould be made with can- 
dour, and matters {tated exactly as they 
ſtand, People would be led to believe, from 
your letter to me of the 10th inſtanr, that works 
were raiſed againſt the town of Boſton, private 
property invaded, the ſoldiers ſuffered to inſult 
the inhabitants, and the communication be- 
tween the town and country ſhut up, and mo- 
leſted. | | 


Nornixd can be farther from the true ſitua- 
tion of this place than the above ſtate. - There 
is not a ſingle gun pointed againſt the town, no 
man's: bree has been ſeized or hurt, except 
the King's, by the people's deſtroying ftraw, 
bricks, Fc. bought for his ſervice. No troops 
have given leſs cauſe for complaint, and greater 
care was never taken to prevent it; and ſuch 
cars. and attention was never more neceſſary 
from the inſults and provocations daily given to 
both officers and ſoldiers. The communication 
between the town and country has been always: 
free and unmoleſted, and is, lo ſtill. 


Two works of ah have been raiſed at ſome 
diſtance from the town, wide off the road, and 
guns put in them. The remainder of old works, 

R going 
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going out of the town, have bee, i, c,,, 
and guns placed there likewiſe. People will 
think differently, whether the hoſtile prepara- 
tion throughout the country, and the menaces 


of blood and: laughter, made this neceſlary ; 


but 1 am to do my duty. 


Ir gives me plezſure that you are endeavour- 
ing at.a cordial reconciliation with the Mother 
Country, which, from what has tranſpired, 
I ave deſpaired of. Nobody wiſhes better ſuc- 
c<{s to ſuch meaſures than myſcit, ] have en- 
dea ured to be a Mediator, if I could eſtabliſh 
2 foundation to work upon, and have ſtrongly 
urged it to people here to pay for the tea, and 
ſend a proper memorial to the King, which 
would be a good beginning on their ſide, and 
give their friends the opportunity they ſeek to 
move in their ſupport. 


l vo not believe that menaces, and unfriend- 
ly proceedings, will have the effect which too 
many conceive, The ſpirit of the Britiſb nation 
was high when | left England, and ſuch mea- 
ſures will not abate it. But I ſhould hope that 
decency and moderation here would create the 
ſame diſpofition at home; and I ardently wiſh 
that the common enemies to both countries ma 
ſee, to their diſappointment, that theſe difputes 
between the Mother Country and the Colonies 
have terminated like the quarrels of lovers, and 
increaſed the affect ion which they ought to bear 

to cach other I am, Sir, 


Your moſt obedient humble Servant, 
THOMAS GAGE, 
| | To 
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To the KI N G's' moſt excellent MA JESTY. 


Moſt gracious Sove Aion, 


E your Majeſty's faithful ſubjects of "Y 

Colonies of Newhbampſbire. Maſſachu- 
ſetts-Bay, Rhode Iſland and Providence Pſan ati- 
ons, Connecticut, New Bre, Nero. Ferſe ey, Penn- 
Hlvania, the counties of Newcaftle, Kent and 
Suſſex on Delaware, Maryland, Virginia, North- 
Carolina, and South-Carolina,- in Peat of our» 
ſelves and the inhabitants of thele Colonies, 
who have deputed us to repreſent them in 
General Congreis, by this our humble Petition 
beg leave to lay our grievances before the 
Throne, 


A STANDING army has been kept i in theſe Co- 
lonies, ever ſince the concluſion of the late war, 

without the conſent of our Aſſemblies; and this 
army, with a conſiderable naval armament has 
been employed | to enforce the collection of 
taxes. 


Tux authority of the Commander in Chief, 
and under him of the Brigadiers-General has, in 
time of peace, been rendered lupreme 1 in all che 
civil governments in America. 


Tur Commander in Chief of all your Majeſ- 
ty's forces in North-America has, in time of 
peace, been appointed Governor of a Colony. 


Tus charges of uſual offices have been greatly 
increaſed; and new, expenſive and oppreſſive 
offices have been multiplied. | Tux | 


— — — — 
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Tur Judges of Admiralty and Vice-Admi- 
ralty Courts are empowered to receive their ſala- 
ries and fees from the effects condemned by 
phemmſclves, 


Tre Officers of the Cuſtoms are empowered 
to break open and enter houſes without the au- 
thority of any civil Magiſtrate tounded « on n legal 
information. | | 


Tur vdges of Courts of Gptanien Law have 
been made entirely dependant on one part of 
the Legiſlature for their ſalaries, as well as for 
the duration of their commiſſions, 


CoOUNCELLORS holding their commiſſions dur- 
Ing picaſure exerciſc legiſlative authority. 


" HumsLs ard. reaſonable Petitions from the 
Repreſentatives of the people have been fruit- 


leſs, 


Tux Agents of FR people have been diſcoun- 
tenanced and Governors have been inſtructed to 


prevent the payment of their ſalaries. 


ASSEMBLIES have been repeatedly and inju— 
riouſly diflolved, 


COMMERCE lt been burthened with many 
uſcleſs and oppreſſive reſtrictions. 


By ſeveral Acts of Parliament made 1 the 
fourth, fifth, fixth, ſeventh and eighth years of 


your Majeſty's reign, duties are impoſed — us, 
ler 


11 


for the purpoſe of raiſing a revenue; and the 
powers of Admiralty and Vice-Admiralty Courts 
are extended beyond theit ancient limits, where- 
by our property is taken from us without our 
conſent, the trial by Jury in many civil caſes is 
aboliſhed, enormous forfeitures are incurred for 
light offences, vexatious informers, are ex- 
empted from paying damages, to which they are 
juſtly liable, and oppreſſive ſecurity is required 
from owners before they are allowed to detend 
their right. 


Born Houſes of Parliament have reſolved, 
that Coloniſts may be tried in England for of- 
fences alledged to have been committed in Ame- 
rica by virtue of a Statute paſſed in the tbirty- 
fifth year of Henry the eighth; and in conſe— 
quence thereof attempts have been made to en- 
torce that Statute. 12 


A STATUTE was paſſed in the F ,²lſih year of 
your Majeſty's reign, directing, that perſons 
charged with committing any offence therein 
deſcribed, in any place out of the realm, may be 
indicted and tried for the fame, in any ſhire or 
county within the realm, whereby inhabitants of 
theſe Colomes may, in ſundry caſes by that 
Statute made capital, be deprived of a trial by 
their Peers of the vicinage. | 


1y the laſt Seſſion of Parliament, an n AR was 
paſſed for blocking up the harbour of Boſton , 
another empowering the Governor of the Meaſſa- 
' chuſetts-Bay to ſend perſons indicted for murder 
in that province to another colony, or even to 
Gren?- 
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Great-Britain for trial, whereby ſuch offenders 
may cicape legal puniſhment ; a third tor alter- 
ing the chartered Conſtitution of Government 
in that province; and a fourth for extendir 

the limits of Quebec, aboliſhing the Engli/h and 
reſtoring the French laws, whereby great num- 
bers of Britiſh treemen are ſubjected to the lat- 
ter, and eſtabliſhing an abſolute Government 
and the Roman Catholic Religion throughout 


thaſe vaſt regions, that border on the weſterly 


and northerly boundaries of the free, proteſtant, 
Engliſh ſettlements; and a fifth for the better 
providing ſuitable quarters for officers and ſol- 
diers in his Majeſty's ſervice in North- America. 


To a Sovereign, who glories in the nome of 
Briton, the bare recital of theſe Acts muſt, we 
preſume, juſtify the loyal ſubjects, who fly ro 
the foot of his throne, and implore his clemency 
for protection againſt them. 


From this deſtructive ſyſtem of colony admi- 
niſtration, adopted ſince the concluſion of the 
laſt war, have flowed thoſe diſtreſſes, dangers, 
fears and jealouſies, that overwhelm your Ma- 
jeſty's dutiful coloniſts with affliction : and we 
defy our moſt ſubtle and inveterate enemies to 
trace the unhappy differences between Great- 
Britain and thele Colonies, from an «&arhlier 
period, or from other cauſes, than we Have aſ- 
ſigned. Had they proceeded on our part trom 
a reſtleſs levity of temper, unjuſt impulſes of 
ambition, or artful ſuggeſtions of ſeditious per- 


ſons, we ſhould merit the opprobrious terms 


frequently beſtowed upon us by thoſe we re- 
vere, 


| 
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vere. But fo far from promoting innovations, 


we have only oppoſed them; and can be charged 


with no offence, unleſs it be one to receive in- 
juries, and be ſenſible of them. 


. Hap our Creator been pleaſed to give us ex- 
iſtence in a land of ſlavery, the ſenſe ot our con- 
dition might have been mitigated by 1gnorance 
and habit. But thanks be to his adorable good- 
neſs, we were born the heirs of freedom, and 
ever enjoyed our right under the auſpices of your 
royal anceſtors, whoſe family was feated on the 
Britiſh throne, to reſcue and ſecure a pious and 
gallant nation from the popery and deſpotiſm of 
a ſuperſtitious and inexorable tyrant. Your 
Majeſty, we are confident, juſtly rejoices, that 
your title to the Crown is thus founded on the 
title of your people to Liberty ; and therefore 
we doubt not but your royal wiſdom muſt ap- 
prove the ſenſibility, that reaches your ſubjects 
anxiouſly to guard the bleſſing, they received 
from divine Providence, and thereby to prove 
the performance of that compact, which elevated 
the illuſtrious houſe of Brunſwick to the impe- 
rial dignity it now poſſeſſes. 


Tux apprehenſion of being degraded into a 
ſtate of ſervitude, from the pre-eminent rank of 
Enzliſh freemen, while our minds retain the 
ſtrongeſt love of liberty and clearly fore- ſee the 
miſeries preparing for us and our poſterity, ex- 
cites emotions in our breaſts, which though we 
cannot deſcribe, we ſhould not with to conceal. 
Feeling as men, and thinking as ſubjects in the 
manner we do, ſilence would be difloyalty. By 


giving 
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giving this faithful information, we do all in 
our power to promote the great objects of your 
royal cares, the tranquillity of your government 
and the welfare of your people. 


Dvury to your Majeſty, and regard for the 
preſervation of ourſelves and our poſterity, the 
primary obligations of nature and lociety, com- 
mand us to entreat your royal attention; and as 
your Majeſty enjoys the ſignal diſtinction of 
reigning over freemen, we apprehend the lan- 
guage ot freemen cannot be diſpleaſing. Vour 
royal indignation, we hope, will rather fall on 
thoſe deſigning and dangerous men, who dar- 
ingly Lin — themſelves between your royal 
perſon and your faithful ſubjects, and for ſeve- 
ral years paſt inceſſantly employed to diffolve” 
the bonds of ſociety, by abuſing your Majeſty's 
authority, , miſrepreſenting: your American ſub- 
jects and proſecuting the moſt deſperate and ir- 
ritating projects of oppreſſion, have at length 
compelled us, by the force of accumulated in- 
juries too ſevere to be any longer tolerable, to 
diſturb your Majeſty's repoſe by our complaints. 


Tnrsz ſentiments are extorted 1 hearts, 
that much more willingly would bleed in your 
Majeſty's ſervice, Vet ſo greatly have we been 
miſrepreſented, that a neceſſity has been alledg- 
| ed of taking our property from us without our 
. conſent, to defray the charge of the adminiſtfacͤ- 
N tion of juſtice; the ſupport of civil government, 
| and the defence, protection and ſccurity of the 
Colonies,” But we beg leave to aſſure yours 
| | Majeſty, that ſuch proviſion has been, ROE 
| 9 | - be 
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be made for defraying the two firſt articles, as 


has been and ſhall be judged, by the legiſlatures 


of the ſeveral Colonies, juſt and ſuitable to their 
reſpective circumſtances : And for the defence, 
protection and ſecurity of the Colonies, their 
militias, if properly regulated, as they earneſtly 
deſire may immediately be done, would be tully 
ſufficient, at leaſt in times of peace; and in caſe 
of war, your faithful coloniſts will be ready and 
willing, as they ever have been, when conti u- 
tionally required, to demonſtrate their loyalty 
to your Majeſty, by exerting their moſt ſtrenu- 
ous efforts in granting ſupplies and raiſing 
forces, Yielding to no Britiſh ſubjects in affec- 
tionate attachment to your Majeſty's perſon, 
family and government; we too dearly prize 
the privilege of expreſſing that attachment by 
thoſe proofs, that are honorable to the Prince 
who receives them, and to the people who give 
them, ever to reſign it to any body of men upon 


earth. | 


Hab we been permitted to enjoy, in quiet, 
the inheritance left us by our foretathers, we 
ſhould, at this time, have been peaceably, cheer- 
fully and uſefully employed in recommending 
ourſelves, by every teſtimony of devotion, to 


your Majeſty, and of veneration to the ſtate, from 


which we derive our origin. But though now 
expoſed to unexpected and unnatural ſcenes of 
diſtreſs by a contention with that nation, in 


/ » whoſe parental guidance on all important affairs 
we have hitherro, with filial reverence, + con- 
ſtantly truſted, and therefore can derive no in- 


ſtruction in our preſent unhappy and perplexing 
eircum- 
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circumſtances from any former experience, yet, 
we doubt not, the purity of our intention and the 


integrity of our conduct will juſtify us at that l 


rand tribunal, before which all mankind muſt 
fubmit 1 to judgment. 1 


We aſk but for peace, liberty. and daten. 
We wiſh not a diminution of the prerogative, 
nor do we ſolicit the grant of, any new right in 
our favour. Your royal authority over us ang 
our connexion with Great-Britain, we ſhall al- 
ways carefully and zealouſly Endeavour to ſup- 
port and maintain, 


Fi.tzp with ſentiments of duty to your Ma- 
Jeſty and of affection to our parent ſtate, deeply 
impreſſed by our education and /ſtrongly con- 
firmed by our reaſon, and anxious to evince the 
ſincerity of .cheſe diſpoſitions, we reſent this 
Petition only to obtain redreſs of grievances 
and relief trom fears and jealouſies, occalioned 
by the ſyſtem of ſtatutes and regulations adopted 
ſince = cloſe of the late war, for railing a re- 
venue in America—extending the powers af 
Courts of Admiralty and Vice-Admiralty—try- 
Ing perſons in Great-Britain for offences alledg- 
ed ro be committed in America affecting the 
provirce of Maſſachuſett's-Bay—and alterin 
the government and extending the limits 4 
Quebec; by the abolition of which ſyſtem, the 
harmony between Great-Britain and theſe Colo- 


\ 


nies, ſo neceſſary to the happineſs of both, and. J 


fo ardently deſired by the latter, and the 

uſual intercourſes will be immediately reſtored. 

In the e and Juſtice of your Majeſty 
8nd 
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and Parliament we confide for a redreſs of our 


other grievances, truſting, that when the cauſes 
of our apprehenſions are removed, our future 
conduct will prove us not unworthy of the re- 
gard, we have been accuſtomed, in our happier 
days, to enjoy. For appealing to that being; 
who ſearches thorougly the hearts of his crea» 


tures, we ſolemnly profeſs, that our councils: 


have been influenced by no other motive, than 
a dread of impending deſtruction, 


 PzrmiT vs then, moſt gracious Sovereign, in 
the name of all your faithful people in America, 


with the utmoſt humility to implore you, for the 


honor of almighty Gad, whoſe, pure religion, 
our enemies are undermining z for your glory, 
which can be advanced only by rendering your 


ſubjects happy, and keeping them united; for 


the intereſts of your family depending on an 
adherence to the principles, that enthroned it; 
for the ſafety and welfare of your kingdoms and 
dominions, threatened with almoſt unavoidable 
dangers and diſtrefſes, that your Majeſty, as the 


loving father of your whole people, connected 


by the ſame bonds of law, loyalty, faith and 
blood, though dwelling in various countries, 
will not ſuffer the tranſcendant relation formed 
by theſe ties to be farther violated, in uncertain 
expectation of effects, that if attained, never 


ean compenſate for the calamities, through 


which they muſt be gained. 


Wy therefore moſt earneſtly beſeech your 
Majeſty, that your royal authority and interpo- 
ſition may be uſed for our relief, and that a 

| gracious 
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gracious! Anſwer why: be given to "this 'Peth 
tion. | 110 5 | | | 
©4178 119 G8 £1 | 4 
Fux your Mejeſtv n my enjoy every felicity 
though a long and glorious reign over loyal and 

happy ſubjects. and that your deſcendants may 
inherit your proſperity and dominions till time 

ſhall be no more, is, and always will be our 
fincere and tervent er. 
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